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Key Dates 

Introduction 

Wednesday 27 February Pathways Evening  6 - 8pm 

Thursday 28 February   Futures day—all day for students  

Thursday 14 March  Progress Evening  4.30-7.00pm 

Thursday 21 March  Latest day to return pathways form to school 

 

Remaining in Education or Employment 

The Education and Skills Act 2008 increases the minimum age  at which young people in 
England can leave education. They are required to continue in education or training until the 
end of the academic year in which they are 17 from 2013, or their 18th birthday from 2015. 

Raising the participation age does not mean young people must stay in school; they will be 
able to choose one of the  following options: 

 Full - time education, such as school, college or home 
education; 

 Work - based learning, such as an Apprenticeship; 

 Part - time education or training if they are employed;     

 Self - employed or volunteering for more than 20 hours a 
week. 

At Prenton High School for Girls we pride ourselves on providing the best possible         edu-
cation and options for our students. 

We provide students with a wide range of pathways and choices to meet their individual 
learning needs. We also focus on giving students the best possible opportunities so that they 
have choices beyond Year 11. 

Qualifications Grade 9 –1: 

You will be aware that the new GCSEs are no longer graded using a letter (A—G) and that 
numbers are now used. Grade 9 is the highest grade possible and could be         compared to 
an A* grade. Grade 4 is considered a ‘standard’ pass and  grade 5 is a ‘strong’ pass. Colleges 
and employers  will look for Grade 4 and Grade 5 (depending on the college or employer)  
and these grades are considered as a GCSE pass. 



The Wider Curriculum 

Pathways 

We will choose the right pathway for every student. This is vital 
to enable all students to achieve their future career aims and 
goals. Within each pathway students will be able to choose 
subjects in which they  are successful, subjects they enjoy and 
are enthusiastic about. Students will also have a range of subjects to enable then to prepare 
for the next stage of their future. There are some subjects that all students are required to 
study.   Details are on the personalised pathways form.  

Supporting Information 

Core | These are compulsory subjects offered to all students. These subjects will  offer  
essential skills and are required by the Government as part of the expected provision for all 
students. 

GCSE | GCSEs are the most common form of assessment and examination for students  
in Years 10 & 11. The Examination Boards we use are: AQA, Edexcel, OCR and WJEC/
EDUQAS. Details of specifications can be found with each course in this booklet. 

Baccalaureate | Subjects that are part of the English Baccalaureate are English, Maths, 
Science, Computer Science, Geography or History, Modern Foreign Languages. 

BTEC or Technical Award | A vocational qualification equivalent to a GCSE. 

As part of our curriculum commitment and provision, we will ensure that aspects            of 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) understanding are developed. This             com-
mitment will enable students to develop into self-assured, confident and happy young adults 
with an understanding and awareness of the world in which they live. Throughout Years 10 
& 11 students will continue to study Personal, Social and Health Education to enhance this 
development.  

It is also essential that we help students to prepare for their future education and career 
choices. Careers Education Information and Guidance (CEIAG) support will run     throughout 
Years 10 & 11 and will run alongside and as part of the wider curriculum   experience. SMSC 
& CEIAG are developed across the curriculum and through a range of different subjects. 
They are further enhanced through the provision of assemblies and through themed events 
and activities. 



Frequently Asked Questions: 

Should I choose the subjects in which I feel most confident? 

When moving to GCSE it can be helpful to choose subjects that you feel 
you are confident about but also subjects you feel passionate about, too.  
It is also important to have a variety of subjects so that you have a wider 
selection of choices as you move beyond Year 11. Remember, you can 
achieve anything if you work hard! 

Should I choose the subjects I enjoy the most? 

It can really help you to choose a subject that you enjoy as you already have a passion for it. 
Remember though, having a range of subjects and a balance is really important, too. 

I find some of the core subjects really difficult, do I have take them? 

Yes. There are some subjects that all students in England are required to study. Your teacher 
will monitor your progress closely and you will receive support to enable you to achieve your 
very best. This support should help you to feel more confident and more likely to achieve re-
ally good final examination grades. 

Why can’t I have more choices? 

The Government say that there are certain subjects that you must cover. However, we are 
also able to offer a range of other subjects that you can choose. This will give you the   varie-
ty that you need to take the next steps. Don’t forget that we have a huge     variety of extra 
curricular  opportunities; get involved so that you add to your overall school experience and 
work towards achieving ‘The Prenton Pathway to Success’.  

IMPORTANT ADVICE: 

DO NOT choose a subject just because your friend is choosing it. It may suit her but not you. 

DO NOT choose a subject just because you like a particular teacher - there is no         guaran-
tee that you will have that teacher in the future. 

Think about your future. If you have an idea of what you would like to do, then make sure 
your choices are suited. Research the courses that would help you in your future pathway or 
career choice. If you are unsure about your next steps then aim to choose a range of subjects. 
We will guide throughout Years 10 & 11 to make good choices Post-16. 



Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Core Subjects 

 
All students are required to study the   

following subjects: 



 

                

 

 

 

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

 Section A: students read a literature fiction text and  explore how writers use    narra-
tive and descriptive techniques to capture the interest of readers. 

 Section B: students write a creative text to demonstrate their own use of narrative and 
descriptive skills in response to a written prompt, scenario or visual image. 

Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 Section A: students read two linked sources 
from different time periods and genres in order to consider how each presents a per-
spective or viewpoint to influence the reader. 

 Section B: students produce a written text to a specified audience, purpose and form 
in which they give their own perspective on a specified theme or topic. 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Subject Leader 

Mrs K Kenyon 

Examination Board: AQA  

Specification:  English Language (8700) 

Qualification: GCSE 

Extra curricular: in-school and  Pub-
lic Theatre Performances and Mas-
terclasses.  

Future progression: Lawyer, Teacher, Journalist, Copywriter, Editor,          Li-
brarian, Lecturer,  Media Researcher, Playwright, Film Producer,  Sales Repre-
sentative, Publishing Executive, Advertising Executive, Social Media  Manager, 
Public Relations Officer. 



 

                

 

The course assesses students’ ability to explore writers’ ideas and intentions, analyse 
language and structure across a range of texts, and link a text’s historical, social and cul-
tural context to its content. 
 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 
(Romeo and Juliet—William Shakespeare and A Christmas Carol—Charles Dickens) 
 Section A: students analyse an extract from the Shakespeare play, followed by  writing 

about the play as a whole. 
 Section B: students analyse an extract from the 19th century novel, followed by writing 

about the novel as a whole. 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
64 marks  
40% of GCSE 
 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
(An Inspector Calls—J. B. Priestley OR Blood 
Brothers—Willy Russell and Power and  Conflict po-
etry anthology cluster) 
 Section A: students answer one essay question from a choice of two on their     studied 

modern text. 
 Section B: students answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on 

the paper and one other poem from the Power and Conflict  anthology cluster.  
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes 
96 marks  
60% of GCSE 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Subject Leader 

Mrs K Kenyon 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification:  English Literature (8702) 
Qualification: GCSE 

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

Extra curricular: in-school and  Pub-
lic Theatre Performances and Mas-
terclasses.  

Future progression: Arts Administrator, Digital Publishing Manager, 
Screenwriter, Press Officer, Proof-reader, Retail Manager,  Civil Servant,  Ar-
chivist, Playwright, Actor. 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: Assessment comprises three written examinations taken at the end of a 3 year 
course; two calculator papers and one non-calculator paper. All examinations are taken at 
the end of Y11. Teaching of GCSE content starts in Year 9. 

Each paper contains 80 marks and will have a range of question types; some questions will 
be set in both mathematical and non-mathematical contexts. 

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the 
total mark across all three papers where 9 is the highest grade. Individual papers are not 
graded. At Higher Level grades 9-4 are available, whilst at Foundation level grades 5-1 are 
available. 

 

Course content: 

There are 5 broad areas of study: 

1. Number 

2. Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 

3. Algebra 

4. Statistics and Probability 

5. Geometry and Measures 

 

Across all areas of study, students will be 
tested on their application of standard        
techniques; how they reason, interpret and communicate mathematically as well as solve 
problems within mathematics and in other contexts. 

MATHEMATICS 
Subject Leader 

Mrs R Watson 

Examination Board: Edexcel (www.edexcel.com) 

Specification: 1MA1 

Qualification: GCSE in Mathematics.  

100%                                                                                        

Examination 

Extra curricular: UKMT Intermediate 
Challenge and Masterclasses.  

Future progression: Finance, Medicine, Engineering, Accountancy,     Teach-
ing, Meteorology, Statistics, Architecture.  



 

Assessment  

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all  examinations at the end of 
the course. For each GCSE, there are two papers (two Biology, two Chemistry and two 
Physics). Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from  distinct  topic 
areas.  

Each of the papers is a written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (100 marks) worth 50% of each 
GCSE. Each paper consists of multiple-choice, structured, closed short answer and open re-
sponse questions. 

Foundation and Higher Tier. 

Graded 9-1. 

 

SCIENCE | TRIPLE AWARD 

Subject Leader 

Mr P Hignett 

Examination board: AQA 

Specification:  Biology (8461); Chemistry (8462); Physics (8463)  

Qualification: GCSE Triple Award  

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

Future progression: Analytical chemist, Animal technician, Biomedical         sci-
entist, Clinical psychologist, Clinical research associate, Clothing/textile technolo-
gist, Environmental health practitioner, Food technologist, Forensic scientist, 
Healthcare scientist, Meteorologist, Microbiologist, Oceanographer, Pharmacist, 
Pharmacologist, geneticist, Science writer, Scientific laboratory technician, Toxi-
cologist, Water quality scientist. 

Extra curricular: University        
residential,  STEM workshops , 
Young Medics course, Isaac     
Physics, Masterclasses, Unilever 
and Big Bang Event. 



 

Assessment  

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all examinations at the end of 
the course.  There are six papers: two  Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. Each of the  
papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.  

Each of the 6 papers is a written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes (70 marks) worth 16.7% of GCSE. 
Each paper consists of multiple-choice, structured, closed short answer and open response 
questions. 

Foundation and Higher Tier. 

Graded 9-1. 

SCIENCE | COMBINED SCIENCE ( TRILOGY) 

Subject Leader 

Mr P Hignett 

Examination board: AQA 

Specification:  Trilogy (8464) 

Qualification: GCSE Combined Science  

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

Future progression: Analytical chemist, Animal technician, Biomedical         sci-
entist, Clinical psychologist, Clinical research associate, Clothing/textile technolo-
gist, Environmental health practitioner, Food technologist, Forensic scientist, 
Healthcare scientist, Meteorologist, Microbiologist, Oceanographer, Pharmacist, 
Pharmacologist, geneticist, Science writer, Scientific laboratory technician, Toxi-
cologist, Water quality scientist. 

Extra curricular: University        
residential,  STEM workshops , 
Young Medics course, Isaac     
Physics, Masterclasses, Unilever 
and Big Bang Event. 



 

 

 

The EBACC 

 
Students studying the EBACC will be        

required to study Spanish 



 

                

 

 

Assessment  

Paper 1 Listening: 25% of GCSE 
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 
minutes (Higher Tier)  
 
Paper 2 Speaking:  25% of GCSE 
Non-exam assessment (Completed in school at the 
end of Year 11 but sent to AQA for marking) 
 
Paper 3 reading: 25% of GCSE. 
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) 
Section 1: Questions in English; Section 2: Questions in Spanish; Section 3: Translation from 
Spanish into English   
 
Paper 4 writing: 25% of GCSE.  
Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

Core content  
Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 
 
GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9).  
Students must take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be 
taken in the same series. 

SPANISH 

Subject Leader 

Mme C Rochet 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8698)  
Qualification: GCSE  

 100%                                                                                        
Examination 

Extra curricular: Competition for 
the European Day of Languages,        
Spain trip in the next two years, 
Lunchtime Spanish movie club. 

Future progression:  Wide ranging career such as Computer programmer,           
Customer support adviser, Insurance consultant, Interpreter, Teacher, Translator, En-
gineering, Banking, Civil service, Travel and Tourism, Hospitality, Secretary/PA, Mar-
keting, Business manager, Public relations, Pharmaceutical work, Journalism and Me-
dia, Transport and distribution, Website localiser. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_1_Identity_and_culture_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3


 

 

 

The Humanities 

 
Students can choose ONE of the            

following subjects:  



 

Course Content 

Unit 1: Physical Geography 

Comprising three units 

 The Challenge of Natural Hazards 

    Physical Landscapes in the UK 

    The Living World 

Assessment: 1hr 30 minute exam paper  

Unit 2: Human Geography 

Comprising three units 

 Urban Issues and Challenges 

 The Changing Economic World 

 Resource Management 

Assessment: 1hr 30 minute exam paper 

 Unit 3: Skills  

 Field work and Geographical Skills 

 Issue Evaluation 

 Assessment: 1hr 15 minute exam paper  

 

GEOGRAPHY 
Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

 100%                                                                                        
Examination  

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8035) 
Qualification: GCSE 
Assessment: 3 externally examined units of 35%, 35% & 30%  

Extra curricular: Two compulsory field trips to New Brighton 
and Birkenhead, optional overseas trip to Bay of Naples.                 
Masterclasses. 

Future progression: Teacher, 
Higher education lecturing, 
Planning, Accountancy,         En-
vironmental agency and law. 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY 
Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel  

Specification: (1HI0) 

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1. 

Assessment: Three exams: 30%, 40% and 30%  

Course Content 
Unit 1: Crime and Punishment through time 
 Medieval England 
 Early Modern England 
 18th and 19th century Britain 
 Modern Britain 
 Whitechapel murders 
Assessment: 1hr 15 minute exam paper 
 
Unit 2: Period study and depth study 
 Anglo-Saxons 
 Norman Invasion 
 Norman Control and Anglo-Saxon Resistance 
 American West 1830-1895 
Assessment: 1hr 45 minute exam paper 
 
Unit 3: The USA – Conflict at Home and Abroad 1950-1975 
 Civil Rights 
 Vietnam War 
Assessment: 1hr 20 minute exam paper 
 

 100%                                                                                        
Examination  

Extra curricular: Optional 
fieldtrips to York and Poland. 
Masterclasses. 

Future progression: Teaching, Higher Education Lecturing, Law, 
Journalism, Archaeologist, Politics, Historic Buildings and         Herit-
age Management. 



Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Optional Subjects 

 
The individual Pathways Form will show 

how many choices students can make 
from the following subjects: 

 



                

Course Content  

Art, craft and design encourages learning across a variety of experiences. Students can 
work using a variety of materials, such as drawing, printing, sculpture, textile design and 
painting. 
Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full    project 
evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. They will 
also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will make up the 
‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 
 
Students will study a range of artists, designers or cultures during the course and    pro-
duce a range of final pieces using different media. Projects will build on learning   acquired 
in Years 7, 8 and 9, with new  techniques and opportunities to work on a   larger scale. All 
preparatory work will be carried out in students’ sketchbooks, where they must be able to 
demonstrate: recording observations, researching artists,          developing   ideas, refining 
their work and realising personal intentions. Students will be required to include written 
analysis of different artworks and fully annotate their work. Drawing will also be an  im-
portant part of the course. 
 
The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of Year 
11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory  period and 
then produce a final piece  in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the examination 
board. 
 
Please note: If you choose this course you cannot choose Three Dimensional Design or 
Textile Design. 

ART, CRAFT & DESIGN 
Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8201) 
Qualification: GCSE 

Assessment  
Portfolio 60% 

Component 2:Externally 
Set  Assignment 40% 

Further Progression: Artist, Illustrator, Art Critic, Website Designer, Art Teacher, Art 
Therapist, Tattoo Artist, App Designer, Film Editor, Special Effects Designer, Gallery Own-
er, Arts Administrator as well as a wide range of careers in film, TV and Theatre. Art can 
also be useful for any career that requires  fine motor skills, presentation skills, an eye for 
aesthetics and creative thinking.  

Extra-curricular: Art club, GCSE support sessions. 



 

 Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8205) 
Qualification: GCSE  
Course Content  
“Three-dimensional design” is defined as the design, pro- totyping and 
making of     functional and aesthetic products, objects and environments”. 
 
During the course students are required to work in one or more of the                     three-
dimensional areas, such as product design, jewellery and body adornment, 3D digital de-
sign, interior design and architectural design. 
 
Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full   project 
evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. They will 
also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will make up the 
‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 
 
Students will study a range of artists, designers or cultures during the course and    pro-
duce a range of final pieces using different media. Projects will build on learning  acquired 
in Years 7, 8 and 9, with new techniques and opportunities to work on a     larger scale. All 
preparatory work will be carried out in students’ sketchbook, where they must demon-
strate: recording observations, developing ideas, refining their work and realising personal 
intentions. Students will be required to include written analysis of different    artworks and 
fully annotate their work. 
 
The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of Year 
11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory     period 
and then  produce a final piece in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the examina-
tion board. 
 
Please note: If you choose this course you cannot choose Art, Craft and Design or    Tex-
tile Design. 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN 
Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Assessment  
Component 1:Portfolio 60% 
Component 2:Externally Set   

Assignment 40% 

Extra-curricular: GCSE support sessions, Enterprise Club. 

Further Progression: A wide range of careers such as: Industrial Designer, Model 
Maker, Prop Designer, Food Product Designer, Jeweller, Architect, Urban Designer,   
Interior Designer, Set/Stage Design. 3D Art can also be useful for any career that    re-
quires fine motor skills, presentation skills, an eye for aesthetics and creative     think-
ing.  



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE iMEDIA 
Subject Leader 

Mr T Simon 

Specification:  
Examination Board: OCR 
Qualification: Level 2 Vocational Qualification Equivalent to a GCSE 

Assessment 
Unit R081 Exam based on design and research techniques in media digital based product 
Unit R082 Digital Graphics based project to include research, design, creation and evaluation 
methodologies (Scenario provided by OCR) 
Unit R085 Website based project to include research, design,  
creation and evaluation methodologies (Scenario provided by OCR) 
Unit R089 Movie based project to include research, design,  
creation and evaluation methodologies (Scenario provided by OCR) 
Course content    
Unit R081—This unit will enable students to understand pre-
production skills used in the       creative and digital media sector. It will de-
velop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques 
that form part of the planning and creation process. 
Unit R082 —The aim of this unit is for students to understand the basics of digital graphics edit-
ing for the  creative and digital media sector. They will learn where and why digital graphics are 
used and what techniques are involved in their creation. This unit will develop students’ under-
standing of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the plan-
ning and creation process.  
Unit RO85 — This unit will enable students to understand the basics of creating multipage web-
sites. It will enable students to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a 
functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing website. It will allow them to interpret a client brief 
and to use planning and preparation techniques when developing a multipage website  
Unit RO89 — The unit will enable students to understand where digital video is used in the media 
industry such as television, film, web applications or computer gaming. Each student will also 
learn how these technologies are developed to reach an identified target audience.  
Important requirements  
A willingness to develop skills further using a broad range of multimedia and office related soft-
ware. To be innovative, willing to pay attention to detail, but perhaps most  importantly be well 
organised. Skills in web design, animation, movie/audio along with presentation, word processing 
and spreadsheet skills are covered.  
 

Assessment  

75% Coursework  

25% Exam  

Future progression: Wide ranging across all media sectors for example Media Planner, 
Multimedia Specialist, Programme researcher in broadcasting/film/video, Public relations 
officer, Television/film producer, Web content manager. 

Extra curricular: Trip to Media City Salford. Masterclasses. 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION 
 Subject Leader 

 Mr S Close 

Specification: 5800 
Exam Board: AQA 
Qualification: Award or Certificate, from Entry 1 to Level 2  
Assessment: Portfolio of evidence completed in class 

Course content    

Personal and Social Education helps students gain practical knowledge and skills to help 
them lead confident, healthy and responsible lives. 

Seven units must be completed for the certificate. A combination of units will be         select-
ed to best meet the needs of the students. Students are assessed on a portfolio of evidence 
based on written tasks, collected through studying these units. 

The course covers the following units: 
Unit 1: Personal Action Planning 
Unit 2: Drugs Education 
Unit 3: Sex and Relationship Education 
Unit 4: Personal Finance 
Unit 5: Emotional Wellbeing 
Unit 6: Healthy Lifestyles 
Unit 7: Making Informed Career Choices 
Unit 8: Applying for Jobs and Courses 
Unit 9: Relationships, Behaviours and Practices in the Workplace 
Unit 10: Personal Safety 
Unit 11: Being a Consumer 
Unit 12: Diversity, Prejudice and Discrimination 
How can I find out more?  
Website 
You have access to useful information and answers to the most commonly asked   ques-
tions at: www.aqa.org.uk/pse  
 

For students on the Green Pathway only. 



 

                

 

 

This qualification enables students to build basic and relevant literacy skills that meet the 
requirements of a wide range of post 16 courses and workplace settings. Students will 
study a wide variety of thematic units, undertaking a range of reading, writing and spoken 
language tasks before completing an externally set exam paper. 
 

This qualification compliments the GCSE English Language and Literature course by help-
ing to embed many of the key concepts taught in compulsory GCSE English          lessons. 
Both courses share a number of key assessment objectives, thus giving the candidates 
many opportunities to develop their English and Literacy skills. 
 

The assessment for this qualification is broken down into two components: 
 

Component One - Literacy Topics 
Media 
Travel 
Detectives  
Volunteering 
 

Component Two - Creative Reading and Writing  
Fashion 
Gothic Horror 
Adventure 
Sport 
 

All students are required to submit two exam papers from component one and one   exam 
paper from component two. The assessment skills for both components focus on reading, 
writing and spoken language. The papers for this qualification are tiered and students will 
be entered for either the gold or silver step paper. The gold step paper awards a level 3 
pass. The silver step awards either a level 1 or 2 pass. 
The specification can be viewed at  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/elc/step-up-to-english-5970 

ENTRY LEVEL: STEP UP TO ENGLISH  
 Subject Leader 

Mrs K Kenyon 

Specification: 5970 
Examination Board: AQA (5970) 
Qualification: Entry Level Certificate English 

Assessment  
100% Examination 

For students on the Green Pathway only. 



 

              

 

 

Assessment 1 (15% of the qualification): The Food Investigation Assessment:  A           sci-
entific food investigation which will assess the student’s knowledge, skills and            under-
standing in relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 
 

Assessment 2 (35% of the qualification): The Food Preparation Assessment: Prepare, cook 
and present a menu which assesses the student’s knowledge, skills and                 under-
standing in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. These 
assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC annually. 
 

Examination 
There will be one written paper which will be externally set and marked. The exam will be 
taken at the end of Year 11. All questions are compulsory and targeted at the full range of 
GCSE grades. The exam will consist of: 
Section A; questions based on stimulus material.  
Section B; structured, short and extended response questions to assess content related to 
food preparation and nutrition. 
 

Is there anything else I need to know? 
This is not a completely practical subject. The coursework element of the course is a large 
undertaking. Whilst you will cook many food dishes there is also a considerable amount of 
written theory work including food science which will need to be completed. An enjoyment of 
science as a subject will help you with this course.  
You will be required to supply ingredients weekly. Please be aware that there is a       fi-
nancial commitment to complete this course. 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 
Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Assessment  
50% Coursework  

50% Exam  

Extra-curricular: Examples of previous trips: Slatterys for chocolate truffle               
making, Stockley Organic Farm for primary and secondary processing of              ingre-
dients as well as organic farming methods and Baltic Market for non exam   assess-
ment research. Trips each year will be decided by availability and relevance to tasks 
set by the exam board. Students will also have the option to participate in the Spring-
board Future Chef competition. 

Further Progression: Careers both in industry and hospitality & catering                 in-
cluding: Innovation / Development Chef, Development Technologist, Process  Technolo-
gist, Quality Assurance, Food Stylist, Chef, Catering Manager, Restaurant Manager, 
Kitchen Assistant. 

Examination Board: EDUQAS 
Qualification: GCSE 
Syllabus: C560P1 



 

                

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
Subject Leader   
Mrs H Wright 

Specification: WNW 47 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel   
Qualification: BTEC Technical Award 

This course is vocational and will cover the necessary knowledge and skills for those who 
want to pursue a career in Health and Social Care. 
The BTEC Tech Award is a Level 1/2 qualification. It is graded Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, 
Level 1 Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2      Distinction. 
 

Assessment 
40% of the course will be assessed by means of a two hour assessment that is marked 
externally. The remaining 60% of the course is assessed internally and      moderated ex-
ternally. 
 

What will I learn? 
There are three compulsory components: 
Component 1—Human lifespan development (internally as- sessed) 
Component 2—Health and  social care services and 
values (internally assessed) 
Component 3—Health and wellbeing (externally 
assessed) 
 

How will I learn? 
You will experience a range of teaching and a great em-
phasis will be placed on    practical application and occupational relevance. The course 
will  include group work and individual learning, case studies and class exercises. 
 
How will it help me? 
The course provides a broad educational basis for further training, further education or for 
moving into appropriate employment within the Health and Social Care sectors.   
 
Please note that this course does not involve students visiting any care settings or be-
ing involved in any work experience linked to the course. 

Assessment  
60% Internal  assessment 
40% External assessment 

Future progression: Health care assistant, Healthcare support worker, Home 
care support worker, Community support worker, Social Services officer,  Mid-
wife, Outreach development worker, Care supervisor, Nurse. 



 

Specification: Single Award 
Examination Board: OCR 
Qualification: GCSE  
 

Assessment 
1 x programming project set by the exam board to show programming skills developed over the 
course (approx. 20 hours) 
1 x Computer Systems Written Paper (1 hour 30minute 50% of the qualification) 
1 x Computational thinking Written Paper (1 hour 30 minute 50% of the qualification) 
Course content    
Unit 01 - Computer Systems (Written Examination) 
This unit covers the body of knowledge about computer systems on which the examination will be 
based. 
Unit 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (Written Examination)  
This unit cover the body of knowledge for programming to include producing robust programs  us-
ing suitable  programming techniques. 
Unit 03 – Programming Project (Controlled Assessment) Students will need to: 
Understand standard programming techniques 
Design a coded solution to a problem to: 
 Develop suitable algorithms; 
 Design suitable input and output formats; 
 Identify suitable variables and structures; 
 Identify test procedures; 
Create a coded solution annotating the developed code to explain its function and test their solu-
tion: 
 To show functionality; 
 To show how it matches the design criteria; 
 Identifying successes and any limitations. 
 Important requirements  
Have an understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they work.               Under-
stand what an algorithm is in computer programs. Be an independent and discerning user of IT. 
Apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of contexts. De-
velop computer programs to solve a problem. Evaluate the effectiveness of     computer programs/
solutions and the impact of computer technology in society.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Subject Leader 

Mr T Simon 

Assessment  
100% Examination  

Extra curricular: Cyber Discovery 
Competition, Taster Day at Liverpool 
University, Trip to Museum of        Sci-
ence and Industry Manchester. 

Future progression: Wide ranging across all IT   
sectors for example Computer Programmer,    Soft-
ware App Developer, Network Manager, Web De-
veloper, System Analyst, Cyber Security.  



               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DANCE 
Subject Leader 

Miss N Gore 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8236) 
Qualification: GCSE  

Assessment  
40% Written Exam  
60%  Performance 

Course Content 

Students will study a range of dance styles and style fusions and learn to develop their crea-
tive and physical capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. The course will 
cover three main areas of dance: performance, choreography and                 appreciation.  

Performance 

Students will be expected to develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills 
and perform dance as a soloist for one minute and as a duet/trio for three minutes.   

Choreography 

Students will choreograph a dance routine based on an externally set stimulus and this can 
be either a solo or group performance. The student choreographing the routine is not required 
to perform in the dance but may do so if they wish. 

Dance Appreciation 

Students will critically analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work, as well as        demon-
strate their knowledge and understanding in relation to six set works provided by AQA. 
Dance appreciation is assessed through a written exam.  
 

Assessment 

Component 1: Performance (30%) and Choreography (30%) 

Component 2: Dance Appreciation (40%) 

Future progression: A wide range of careers such as: Sports Broadcaster, Biome-
chanics Coach, Sports Psychologist, PE Teacer, Dance Teacher, Sports Event manager, 
Talent development coach, Gym instructor, Sports Nutritionist, Sport Science, Sports 
Journalist,  Sports Coach, Sports Photographer, Physiotherapist and Performing Arts 
Teaching.  

Extra curricular: Dance ,gymnastics, cheerleading and trampolining club. 



 

Examination Board: OCR 
Specification: J819  
Qualification: Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate  

ENTERPRISE AND MARKETING 
Delivered by 

Ms J Kelly 

Course Content 

Students will learn about the key concepts relating to enterprise and marketing, including 
what businesses and individuals must consider when starting up a new business and how to 
design a business proposal. After identifying a customer profile for a specific product, students 
will complete market research to help generate product ideas and use financial calculations to 
determine whether their product is viable. Once they have created a brand identity and pro-
motional plan for their product, they will then pitch their business         proposal to an external 
audience.  
 

Assessment 

Component 1: Enterprise and marketing concepts 
Written Exam 50% - 1 hour 30 minutes 
Students will explore the techniques businesses use to         
understand their market, how they attract and retain cus-
tomers and what makes a     product viable.  
 

Component 2: Design a business proposal (Internal Assessment 25%) 
Students will be presented with a business challenge from which they must create a      re-
searched and costed business proposal. They will need to carry out market research, present 
data, seek and act on feedback and work out costings for their proposal.  
 

Component 3: Market and pitch a business proposal (Internal Assessment 25%) 
Students will pitch the business proposal that they developed for the previous component. 
They will develop a brand identity and research how best to promote their product and then 
plan, practise and deliver their pitch.  
 
The Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate is graded Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, 
Level 1  
Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*. 

Assessment  
50% Written Exam  
50%  Coursework 

Future progression: A wide range of careers such as: Entrepreneur, Marketing,    Ad-
vertising, Sales and Business development.   



 

MEDIA STUDIES 
Subject Leader 

Mrs K Kenyon 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8572) 
Qualification: GCSE Graded 9-1 

Assessment  
30% Coursework  

70% Exam  (2 Written Exams) 

Course Overview  

Students will learn to develop their creative, analytical, research and communication skills, 

through  exploring a range of media forms and perspectives. Students are required to study 

media products from various forms of media including television, film, radio, newspapers, vid-
eo games and music videos. They are encouraged to develop their      opinions on how the 

media represents the world and portrays events, issues, individuals and social groups. 

Assessment 
 

Component 1: Written Exam 35% 
Section A - Focus on media language and media repre-
sentations. 

Section B - Focus on media industries and media audiences.  
 

Component 2: Written Exam 35% 
Section A - Questions will be based on an extract and students will be tested on the     theo-
retical framework. 

Section B - Questions will be based on either newspapers, online and social media or    video 
games and students will be tested on the theoretical framework. 
 

Component 3: Non-Exam Assessment (Coursework) 30% 
Students will follow a brief set by AQA and will have to independently produce a       state-
ment of intent and a media product for an intended audience.  

Future progression: a variety of careers start with Media Studies,           
including Broadcasting/ Film researcher, Public relations officer,      
Social media manager, Television/ film producer, Web content         
manager, Marketing executive. 

Extra curricular: Trip to be 
confirmed. Masterclasses  



 

                

 

Assessment and Course Content 

Component  1: Performing – 30% 

Internally marked,  externally moderated  

Component  2: Composing - 30%  
Internally marked,  externally moderated  

Component  3: Appraising (Listening) - 40% 
Externally examined 1hour 45 minutes 

Section A—8 Questions : 68 Marks ( Based on 

the 8 set works) 

Section B—1 Essay style question : 12 marks. 

Important Requirements 

This course stretches students academically through the Listening Paper and 8 set works. 
In addition to this the course will require students to create 2 pieces of original music. One 
to a choice of 4 set briefs ( released in the September of the second year of study) and one 
free choice. Students must also preform 2 pieces of music on their choice instrument/
instruments performance must be a solo and one must be an            ensemble.  This is also 
a free choice.  

N.B. Whilst not compulsory, study of an instrument/singing lessons greatly enhances a 
student’s experience of the course. These can be taken in school or privately. 

MUSIC 
Subject Leader 

Mrs C Burns 

Syllabus: 1MUO 
Examination board: Edexcel 
Qualification: GCSE Music. Graded 9-1. 

Assessment  
Performing-30%
Composing- 30% 
Appraising -40% 

Extra curricular: Liverpool One      
Performance, Music for Youth  
Competition, Wirral Musical        
Festival Competition, BBC             
Philharmonic Orchestra Trip, Feel 
Good Friday, Assembly                 
Performances, Rock Group,      
Ukulele Club, Choir. 

Future progression: Performer, Artist, Sound Engineer, Songwriter, Video 
Game  Composer, Film/TV music composer, Chorus Line, Musical Theatre Di-
rector, Choreographer, DJ, Backing Singer,  Music Teacher, Peripatetic Music 
Teacher, Producer.  



 

            

 

 

Course Content 

Photography is defined as the practice of producing images using photographic film or 
digital methods to create static or moving images”. 

Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full    pro-
ject evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. They 
will also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will make up 
the ‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 

Students will learn how to use a Digital SLR camera, study composition techniques and 
how to edit photographs using Adobe Photoshop. All preparatory work will be carried out 
in students’ sketchbooks, where they must demonstrate recording observations, research-
ing artists, developing ideas, refining their work and realising personal             intentions. 
All work will include written analysis of their own work, other                   photographers 
and photography techniques. Students will also be expected to work more independently 
as they work through the course, finding their own inspiration and      solutions to set 
briefs. 

The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of Year 
11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory period and 
then produce a final piece in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the examining 
board. 

It is essential that students have access to a digital camera or smart phone. Students do 
not need SLR camera.  

Component 1: Portfolio 60% 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Specification: 8206 
Examination board: AQA  
Qualification: GCSE 

Assessment  
Portfolio 60%
Externally Set     

Assignment 40% 

Extra curricular: GCSE support     ses-
sions. Local trips as part of the curric-
ulum to places of photographic inter-
est.  

Future progression: A wide range of careers such as: Advertising Photographer, 
Fashion Photographer, Food Photographer, Wedding Photographer, Director of Pho-
tographer, Photo Editor and Portrait Photographer.  



 

               

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Subject Leader 

Miss N Gore 

Specification: 8582  
Qualification: GCSE 
Examination Board: AQA  
 

Course Content  
 

Unit 1: Practical 40% 
 

All students will show 3 sports from either team games or individual sports. 
These will be examined by an external moderator. 
Students will produce 1 piece of coursework which is a Performance Analysis task. This is 
worth 10% of the final practical marks. 
 

Unit 2: The Theory of Physical Education 
 

There will be 2 exam papers  
Paper 1: Physical factors affecting       
performance: written exam  1 hour  15 
minutes (60 marks  30%) 
Paper 2: Socio-cultural issues and sports 
psychology: written exam 1 hour  15 
minutes (60 marks 30%) 
Theory work takes place in a classroom 
for a double lesson per week. Students 
will learn about methods of training, princi-
ples of training the heart blood and the lungs. Some of this work overlaps with aspects of 
science and will help increase understanding and chances of achieving the best marks in 
both subjects. 
A single lesson will be devoted to the practical work in Year 10 this is to ensure a        diver-
sity of subjects are covered. In year 11 there will be a switch between the two. This will be 
to broaden theoretical knowledge.  
 

Whilst not essential, it is helpful if students participate in an activity or sport outside of 
school, this can really enhance the practical element of the course. 

Assessment  
40%  Practical & 

Coursework  
60% Exam  

Extra curricular: Over 15 clubs to develop a range of skills, such as football,            net-
ball, basketball, volleyball, tennis, gymnastics, dance, handball, cricket and fitness. The 
majority of these clubs  progress to competitions in school time for inter form events, 
competition against other local schools in the schools games structure and through into 
National events.  

Future progression: Sports Broadcaster, 
Biomechanics coach, Sports Psychologist, 
Clinical exercise specialist, PE Teacher, 
Sports Event manager, Talent                  de-
velopment coach, Gym instructor, Sports Nu-
tritionist, Sport Science, Sports Journalist, 
Police Officer, Sports Coach, Sports photog-
rapher, Physiotherapist and Firefighter.  



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

Specification: 8062 
Examination Board: AQA 
Qualification: GCSE Religious Studies.  

Assessment  

2 x 1 hour 45 minutes exams, each worth 50% 

Course Content 

This subject includes the study of the key beliefs, 
teachings and practices in Christianity and Islam. This will include holy text and how com-
munities can incorporate these into their lives in the modern day. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices, Christianity and   Is-
lam. 

The nature of God; the afterlife; pilgrimage and festivals; charities; responses to            perse-
cution; religion's impact in the world today; different styles of worship. 

Component 2: Thematic studies:  Four religious, philosophical and ethical themes from the 
perspective of Christianity and Islam. 

Themes to be studied: 

Theme A: Relationships and families; Includes the purpose of marriage, the nature and pur-
pose of families, sexuality and same sex  marriage, cohabitation, divorce.  

Theme B: Religion and life; Includes origins of the universe, evolution, Big Bang and     Gene-
sis, uses and abuses of our planet, sanctity and quality of life, death and the        afterlife. 

Theme D: Includes religion, peace and conflict; peace, justice and forgiveness, violence and 
terrorism: reasons for war, Just War Theory, pacifism. 

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment: Includes good and evil, reasons for crime,    atti-
tudes towards criminals, types of crime e.g. hate crime, theft, murder, aims of       punish-
ment, capital punishment. 

100%   
Examination 

Extra curricular: optional fieldtrips to 
York and Poland. Masterclasses.  

Future progression: Teaching, Police, Higher Education Lecturing,               
Journalism, Youth worker, Community worker, Chaplain, Charity fundraiser. 



 

TEXTILE DESIGN 
Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8204) 
Qualification: GCSE  

Course Overview  

Textile design is defined as the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, 
stitched, printed or decorative textiles that might have a functional or non-functional pur-
pose. 
 

During the course students are required to work in one or more area of textile design, such 
as art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, surface pattern, soft furnish-
ings and/or textiles for interiors. They will research the ways in which   meaning, ideas and 
intentions relevant to textile design can be communicated through the use of visual and 
tactile elements such as colour, texture, shape and structure.  
 

Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full   project 
evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. They will 
also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will make up the 
‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 
 

Students will study a range of artists, designers or cultures during the course and     pro-
duce a range of final pieces using different media. All preparatory work will be     carried out 
in students’ sketchbook, where they must demonstrate; recording             observations, de-
veloping ideas, refining their work and realising personal intentions. Students will be re-
quired to include written analysis of different artworks and fully     annotate their work. 
 

Students will also be expected to work more independently as they work through the 
course, finding their own inspiration and solutions to set briefs. 
 

Please note: If you choose this course you cannot choose Art, Craft and Design or Three 
Dimensional Design. 

Assessment  
Portfolio 60% 

Component 2:Externally 
Set  Assignment 40% 

Future progression: Accessory Designer, Dressmaker, Embroiderer,                Fash-
ion Consultant, Fashion Designer, Fashion Merchandising, Pattern Maker,    Cos-
tume Designer and Fabric Designer. Textiles can also be useful for any    career 
that requires fine motor skills, presentation skills, an eye for aesthetics and crea-
tive thinking . 




