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Key Dates 

Introduction 

Thursday 8 February Pathways Event 6 - 8pm 

Thursday 1 March          Futures day  

Thursday  15 March  Progress Evening  4.30-7.00pm 

Monday 26 March  Latest day to return pathways form to school 

 

Remaining in Education or Employment 

The Education and Skills Act 2008 increases the minimum age  at which young people in 
England can leave education. They are required to continue in education or training until 
the end of the academic year in which they are 17 from 2013, or their 18th birthday from 
2015. 

Raising the participation age does not mean young people must stay in school; they will 
be able to choose one of the  following options: 

 

Full - time education, such as school, college or home education 

Work - based learning, such as an Apprenticeship 

Part - time education or training if they are employed,                 
self - employed or volunteering for more than 20 hours a week. 

At Prenton High School for Girls we pride ourselves on providing the best possible          
education and options for our students. 

We provide students with a wide range of pathways and choices to meet their individual 
learning needs. We also focus on giving students the best possible opportunities so that 
they have choices beyond Year 11. 

Qualifications Grade 9 –1: 

You will be aware that the new GCSEs are no longer graded using a letter (A—G) and that 
numbers are now used. Grade 9 is the highest grade possible and could be    compared to 
an A* grade. Grade 4 is considered a ‘standard’ pass and  grade 5 is a ‘strong’ pass. Col-
leges and employers  will look for Grade 4 and Grade 5 (depending on the college or em-
ployer)  and these grades are considered as a GCSE pass. 



The Wider Curriculum 

 

Pathways 

We will choose the right pathway for you. This is vital to                                                    
allow you to achieve your future career aims and goals.                                                  
Within your pathway you will be able to choose subjects in                                             
which you are successful, subjects you enjoy and are enthusiastic about. You will also 
have a range of subjects to prepare for the next stage of your future. There are some    
subjects that all students are required to study. You can see details on your personalised 
pathways form.  

Supporting Information 

Core | These are compulsory subjects offered to all students. These subjects will  offer  
essential skills and are required by the Government as part of the expected provision for 
all students. 

GCSE | GCSEs are the most common form of assessment and examination for students  
in Years 10 & 11. The Examination Boards we use are: AQA, Edexcel, OCR and WJEC/
EDUQAS. Details of specifications can be found with each course in this booklet. 

Baccalaureate | Subjects that are part of the English Baccalaureate are English, Maths, 
Science, Computer Science, Geography or History, Modern Foreign Languages. 

BTEC or Teaching Award | A vocational qualification equivalent to a GCSE. 

 

 

As part of our curriculum commitment and provision, we will ensure that aspects of     
spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) understanding are developed. This             
commitment will enable students to develop into self-assured, confident and happy young 
people with an understanding and awareness of the world in which they live. It is also   
essential that we help your daughter to prepare for her future education and career   
choices. Careers Education Information and Guidance (CEIAG) support will run throughout 
Years 10 & 11 and will run alongside and as part of her wider curriculum experience. 
SMSC & CEIAG are developed across the curriculum and through a range of different  
subjects. They are further enhanced through the provision of assemblies and through 
themed events and activities. 



Frequently Asked Questions: 

Should I choose the subjects in which I feel most confident? 

When moving to GCSE it can be helpful to choose subjects that 
you feel you are confident about but also subjects you feel       
passionate about, too.  It is also important to have a variety of 
subjects so that you have a wider selection of choices as you move beyond Year 11.     
Remember, you can achieve anything if you practise! 

Should I choose the subjects I enjoy the most? 

It can really help you to choose a subject that you enjoy as you already have a passion for 
it. Remember though, having a range of subjects and a balance is really important, too. 

I find some of the core subjects really difficult, do I have take them? 

Yes. There are some subjects that all students in England are required to study. Your 
teacher will monitor your progress closely and you will receive support to enable you to 
achieve your very best. This support should help you to feel more confident and more able 
to achieve really good final examination grades. 

Why can’t I have more choices? 

The Government say that there are certain subjects that you must cover. However, we are 
also able to offer a range of other subjects that you can choose. This will give you the   
variety that you need to take the next steps. Don’t forget that we have a huge variety of 
extra curricular  opportunities; get involved so that you add to your overall school            
experience and work towards achieving ‘The Prenton Promise’.  

 

IMPORTANT ADVICE: 

DO NOT choose a subject just because your friend is choosing it. It may suit her but not 
you. 

DO NOT choose a subject just because you like a particular teacher - there is no         
guarantee that you will have that teacher in the future. 

Think about your future. If you have an idea of what you would like to do, then make sure 
your choices are suited. Research the courses that would help you in your future pathway 
or career choice. If you are unsure about your next steps then aim to choose a range of 
subjects. We will guide throughout Years 10 & 11 to make good choices Post-16. 

 



 

 

Core Subjects 

 
All students are required to study the    

following subjects: 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 

Assessed by the subject teacher 

Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE) 

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Subject Leader 

Mrs R Sagar 

Examination Board: AQA  

Specification:  English Language (8700) 

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1.                                                                           



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 
 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
64 marks 
40% of GCSE 
 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
 
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes 
96 marks 
60% of GCSE  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Subject Leader 

Mrs R Sagar 

Examination Board: AQA  

Specification:  English Literature (8702) 

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1                                                                            

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 



 

                

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment: Assessment comprises three written examinations taken at the end of a 3 
year course; two calculator papers and one non-calculator paper. All examinations are 
taken at the end of Y11. Teaching of GCSE content starts in Year 9. 

Each paper contains 80 marks and will have a range of question types; some questions 
will be set in both mathematical and non-mathematical contexts. 

The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using 
the total mark across all three papers where 9 is the highest grade. Individual papers are 
not graded. At Higher Level grades 9-4 are available, whilst at Foundation level grades    
5-1 are available. 

 

Course content: 

There are 5 broad areas of study: 

1. Number 

2. Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 

3. Algebra 

4. Statistics and Probability 

5. Geometry and Measures 

 

Across all areas of study, students will be tested on their application of standard        
techniques; how they reason, interpret and communicate mathematically as well as solve 
problems within mathematics and in other contexts. 

MATHEMATICS 

Subject Leader 

Mrs R Watson 

Examination Board: Edexcel (www.edexcel.com) 

Specification: 1MA1 

Qualification: GCSE in Mathematics. Graded 9-1 

100%                                                                                        

Examination 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment  

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all  examinations at the end 
of the course.  For each GCSE, there are two  papers (two biology, two chemistry and two 
physics). Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic 
areas.  

Each of the papers is a written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (100 marks) worth 50% of each 
GCSE. Each paper consists of multiple-choice, structured, closed short answer and open 
response questions. 

Foundation and Higher Tier. 

Graded 9-1. 

 

SCIENCE | TRIPLE AWARD 

Subject Leader 

Mr P Hignett 

Examination board: AQA 

Specification:  Biology (8461); Chemistry (8462); Physics (8463) 

Qualification: GCSE Triple Award Graded 9-1 

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment  

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all examinations at the end 
of the course.  There are six papers: two  biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of 
the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.  

Each of the 6 papers is a written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes (70 marks) worth 16.7% of 
GCSE. Each paper consists of multiple-choice, structured, closed short answer and open 
response questions. 

Foundation and Higher Tier. 

Graded 9-1. 

SCIENCE | DOUBLE AWARD 

Subject Leader 

Mr P Hignett 

Examination board: AQA 

Specification:  Trilogy (8464) 

Qualification: GCSE Combined Science Graded 9-1 

 100%                                                                                        

Examination 



 

 

 

The EBACC 

 
Students studying the EBACC will be     

required to study French 



 

                

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment  

Paper 1 Listening: 25% of GCSE 

Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
 
Paper 2 Speaking:  25% of GCSE 
Non-exam assessment (Completed in school at the end of Year 11 but sent to AQA for 
marking) 
 
Paper 3 reading: 25% of GCSE. 
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) 
Section 1: Questions in English; Section 2: Questions in French; Section 3: Translation 
from French into English   
 
Paper 4 writing: 25% of GCSE.  
Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

Core content  
Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 
 
GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9).  
Students must take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be 
taken in the same series. 

FRENCH 

Subject Leader 

Mme C Rochet 

Examination Board: AQA  

Specification: (8658)  

Qualification: GCSE Graded 9-1 
 100%                                                                                        

Examination 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_1_Identity_and_culture_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3


 

 

 

The Humanities 

 
Students can choose ONE of the           

following subjects:  



 

Course Content 

Unit 1: Physical Geography 
Comprising three units 

 The Challenge of Natural Hazards 
    Physical Landscapes in the UK 
    The Living World 
Assessment: 1hr 30 minute exam paper  

Unit 2: Human Geography 
Comprising three units 

 Urban Issues and Challenges 
 The Changing Economic World 
 Resource Management 
Assessment: 1hr 30 minute exam paper 

 Unit 3: Skills  

 Field work and Geographical Skills 
 Issue Evaluation 
  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
GEOGRAPHY 

Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

 100%                                                                                        
Examination  

Examination Board: AQA  

Specification: (8035) 

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1. 

Assessment: 3 externally examined units of 35%, 35% & 30% 



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
HISTORY 

Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel  

Specification: (1HI0) 

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1. 

Assessment: Three exams: 30%, 40% and 30% 
  

Course Content 

Unit 1: Crime and Punishment through time 

 Medieval England 
 Early Modern England 
 18th and 19th century Britain 
 Modern Britain 
 Whitechapel murders 
Assessment: 1hr 15 minute exam paper 
 
Unit 2: Period study and depth study 
 Anglo-Saxons 
 Norman Invasion 
 Norman Control and Anglo-Saxon Resistance 
 Superpower relations and the Cold War 
Assessment: 1hr 45 minute exam paper 

 

Unit 3: The USA – Conflict at Home and Abroad 
 Civil Rights 
 Vietnam 
Assessment: 1hr 20 minute exam paper 

 

 100%                                                                                        
Examination  



 

 

 

Optional Subjects 

 
The individual Pathways Form will show 
how many choices students can make 

from the following subjects: 

 



 

                

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

 

Course Content  

Art, craft and design encourages learning across a variety of experiences. Students can 
work using a variety of materials, such as drawing, printing, sculpture, textile design and 
painting. 
Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full      
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. 
They will also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will 
make up the ‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 
Students will study a range of artists, designers or cultures during the course and         
produce a range of final pieces using different media. Projects will build on learning     
acquired in Years 7, 8 and 9, with new  techniques and opportunities to work on a  larger 
scale. All preparatory work will be carried out in students’ sketchbooks, where they must 
be demonstrate; recording observations, researching artists, developing ideas, refining 
their work and realising personal intentions. Students will be required to  include written 
analysis of different artworks and fully annotate their work. Drawing will also be an     
important part of the course. 
Students will also be expected to work more independently as they work through the 
course, finding their own inspiration and solutions to set briefs. 
The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of 
Year 11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory      
period and then produce a final piece  in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the 
examination board. 
 

Please note: If you choose this course you cannot choose Three Dimensional Design 

ART,  CRAFT & DESIGN 

Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8201) 
Qualification: GCSE Graded 9-1 

Assessment  
Portfolio 60% 

Component 2::Externally 
Set  Assignment 40% 



 

                

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

  

THREE-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN 

Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Examination Board: AQA  
Specification: (8205) 
Qualification: GCSE Graded 9-1 

  

Course Content  
“Three-dimensional design” is defined as the design, prototyping and making of         
functional and aesthetic products, objects and environments”. 
During the course students are required to work in one or more of the three-dimensional 
areas, such as product design, jewellery and body adornment, 3D digital design, interior 
design and architectural design. 
Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full      
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final piece. 
They will also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that will 
make up the ‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 
Students will study a range of artists, designers or cultures during the course and        
produce a range of final pieces using different media. Projects will build on learning           
acquired in Years 7, 8 and 9, with new techniques and opportunities to work on a larger 
scale. All preparatory work will be carried out in students’ sketchbook, where they must 
demonstrate; recording observations, developing ideas, refining their work and realising 
personal intentions. Students will be required to include written analysis of different    
artworks and fully annotate their work. 
Students will also be expected to work more independently as they work through the 
course, finding their own inspiration and solutions to set briefs. 
The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of 
Year 11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory     
period and then  produce a final piece in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the 
examination board. 
 
Please note: If you choose this course you cannot choose Art, Craft and Design. 

Assessment  
Component 1:Portfolio 60% 
Component 2::Externally Set  

Assignment 40% 



 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

This course is vocational and will cover the necessary knowledge and skills for those 
who want to pursue a career in Child Care or associated professions. 

The Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate is graded Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit,  
Level 1  
Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*. 
 
Assessment 
50% of the course will be assessed by means of a one hour and fifteen minute written 
exam that is marked externally. The remaining 50% of the 
course is assessed internally and  
moderated externally. 
 
What will I learn? 
There are three compulsory units: 
Unit R018—Health and well-being for child development (externally assessed) 
Unit R019—Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth to 
five years (internally assessed) 
Unit R020—Understanding the development of a child from birth to five years 
(internally  
Assessed). 
Students will carry out investigations and research as well as studying a child between 
the ages of 1-5. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Subject Leader 

 Mrs H Wright 

Examination Board: OCR 
Specification:  J818 
Qualification: Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate  

Important Requirements. 
Students must have access to a child who is between the ages of 1-5 years by June 
2019. Unless students have this access they will not be able to opt for the Child            
Development National Certificate. School has no facility at all to give students access to 
children to study. Parents/Carers will be expected to help and support their daughter 
when she is carrying out any observational visits as they will need to be done outside 
school. 
This course does not involve going out of school to visit any nurseries or playgroups nor 
does it involve any children being observed during normal lessons.  

Assessment  
50% Internal assessment 
50% external assessment 



Assessment 

1 x programming project set by the exam board to show programming skills developed over the 
course (approx. 20 hours) 

1 x Computer Systems Written Paper (1 hour 30minute 50% of the qualification) 

1 x Computational thinking written Paper (1 hour 30 minute 50% of the qualification) 

Course content    

Unit 01 - Computer Systems (Written Examination) 

This unit covers the body of knowledge about computer systems on which the examination will be 
based. 

Unit 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (Written Examination)  
This unit cover the body of knowledge for programming to include producing robust programs  
using suitable  programming techniques. 

Unit 03 – Programming Project (Controlled Assessment) Students will need to: 

Understand standard programming techniques 

Design a coded solution to a problem to: 

 Develop suitable algorithms 

 Design suitable input and output formats 

 Identify suitable variables and structures 

 Identify test procedures 

Create a coded solution annotating the developed code to explain its function and test their      
solution: 

 To show functionality 

 To show how it matches the design criteria 

 Identifying successes and any limitations 

 Important requirements  

Have an understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they work. Understand 
what an algorithm is in computer programs. Be an independent and discerning user of IT. Apply 
creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of contexts. Develop 
computer programs to solve a problem. Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/
solutions and the impact of computer technology in society. 

Please note the above content is subject to change. We are awaiting OFQUAL clarification and 
once confirmed will inform Students Parents/Carers of any changes. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Subject Leader 

Mr T Simon 

Specification: Single Award 
Examination Board: OCR 
Qualification: Cambridge National Level 1/2 Certificate  

Assessment  
 

100% Examination  



 

                

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Course content    

Personal and Social Education helps students gain practical knowledge and skills to help 
them lead confident, healthy and responsible lives. 

Seven units must be completed for the certificate. A combination of units will be selected 
to best meet the needs of the students. For example: 

Personal Action Planning: Students will consider their skills and qualities and identify 
their strengths and weaknesses. An action plan will help them improve their own         
performances.  

Personal Finance: Students will learn about the different financial services that are    
available. They will consider different methods of payment for goods and services. They 
will consider reasons for saving money and the differences between a current              
account and savings account. Students will produce, from given information, a realistic 
personal budget for living costs. 

Emotional Wellbeing: Students will learn to link emotions to different events and identify 
stressful situations and consider how these can be managed. They will recognise that 
bullying  can be both physical and non-physical and will learn how to demonstrate an 
assertive  attitude to bullying. Students will consider how peer pressure works. They will 
be able to describe what is meant by ‘equal opportunities’. 

Making Informed Career Choices: Students will identify different sources of careers       
information. They will learn to produce a basic personal career plan that outlines the 
qualifications, training, skills and experience required for their chosen career. The plan 
will include targets and review dates. 

Applying for Jobs and Courses: Students will produce a CV. They will complete a standard 
job or course application form, alongside a letter of application. Interview preparations 
will be made, with suitable answers being provided for potential questions. Students will 
also prepare  questions that they might ask  for the interviewer. 

Personal and Social Education  

 Subject Leader 

 Ms S Close 

Specification: 5800 
Exam Board: AQA 
Qualification: Award or Certificate, from Entry 1 to Level 2  
Assessment: Portfolio of evidence completed in class 



 

                

 

This qualification enables students to build basic and relevant literacy skills that meet 
the requirements of a wide range of post 16 courses and workplace settings. Students 
will study a wide variety of thematic units, undertaking a range of reading, writing and 
spoken language tasks before completing an externally set exam paper. 
 
This qualification compliments the GCSE English Language and Literature course by 
helping to embed many of the key concepts taught in compulsory GCSE English lessons. 
Both courses share a number of key assessment objectives, thus giving the candidates 
many opportunities to develop their English and Literacy skills. 
 
The assessment for this qualification is broken down into two components: 
 
Component One - Literacy Topics 
Media 
Travel 
Detectives  
Exhibitions 
 
Component Two - Creative Reading and Writing  
Fashion 
Family 
Adventure 
Sport 
 
All candidates are required to submit two exam papers from component one and one 
exam paper from component two. The assessment skills for both components focus on 
reading, writing and spoken language. The papers for this qualification are tiered and 
students will be entered for either the gold or silver step paper. The gold step paper 
awards a level 3 pass. The silver step awards either a level 1 or 2 pass. 
The specification can be viewed at  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/elc/step-up-to-english-5970 

ENTRY LEVEL: STEP UP TO ENGLISH  

 Subject Leader 

Mrs R Sagar 

Specification: 
Examination Board: AQA (5970) 
Qualification: Entry Level Certificate English 

Assessment  
100% Examination 



 

                

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment 1 (15% of the qualification): The Food Investigation Assessment: A scientific 
food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 
 
Assessment 2 (35% of the qualification): The Food Preparation Assessment: Prepare, 
cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and                
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. 
These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC annually. 
 
Examination 
There will be one written paper which will be externally set and marked. The exam will 
be taken at the end of Year 11. All questions are compulsory and targeted at the full 
range of GCSE grades. The exam will consist of: 
Section A: questions based on stimulus material.  
Section B: structured, short and extended response questions to assess content related 
to food preparation and nutrition. 
 
Is there anything else I need to know? 
This is not a completely practical subject. The coursework element of the course is a 
large undertaking. Whilst you will cook many food dishes there is also a considerable 
amount of written theory work including food science which will need to be completed. 
An enjoyment of science as a subject will help you with this course.  

You will be required to supply ingredients weekly. Please be aware that these  is a         
financial commitment to complete this course . 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 

Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Examination Board: EDUQAS 
Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1. 
Syllabus: C560P1 

Assessment  
50% Coursework  

50% Exam  



 

                

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

Subject Leader   

Mrs H Wright 

This course is vocational and will cover the 
necessary knowledge and skills for those who 
want to pursue a career in Health and Social Care. 

The BTEC Tech Award is a Level 1/2 qualification. It is graded Level 1 Pass, Level 1 
Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2      
Distinction. 
 
Assessment 
40% of the course will be assessed by means of a three hour assessment that is 
marked externally. The remaining 60% of the course is assessed internally and       
moderated externally. 
 
What will I learn? 
There are three compulsory components: 
Component 1—Human lifespan development (internally assessed) 
Component 2—Health and  social care services and values (internally assessed) 
Component 3—Health and wellbeing (externally assessed) 
 
How will I learn? 
You will experience a range of teaching and a great emphasis will be placed on       
practical application and occupational relevance.  The course will  include group work 
and individual learning, case studies, class exercises and much more. 
 
How will it help me? 
The course provides a broad educational basis for further training, further education or 
for moving into appropriate employment within the Health and Social Care sectors.   
 
Please note that this course does not involve students visiting any care settings or being    
involved in any work experience linked to the course. 
 

Specification: WNW 47 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel   
Qualification: BTEC Tech Award 

Assessment  
60% Internal  assessment 
40% External assessment 



 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
ICT 

Subject Leader 

Mr T Simon 

Specification: CIDA Certificate in Digital Applications Level 2  
Examination Board: ED EXCEL 
Qualification: Level 2 Vocational Qualification 

Assessment 

Unit 1 - Developing Web Products 30glh 2.5HRS Exam    
Practical  

Examination set by Exam Board on Website Creation(25%) 

Unit 2 - Creative Multimedia Summative Project(75%) Scenario based                                                     
project set by exam board. Example of scenario can be found at                                                          
http://www1.edexcel.org.uk/dida-spb-31-08/sep-2017-d/Unit-2-Creative-multimedia/  

Course content    

Unit 1 – Developing Web Products (Exam Based).   

Students will create a web based product based on a scenario provide by the exam board. 
They will be provided with a project brief and all necessary resources for the website and a 
set of clear goals to achieve including how many pages to make, what content to add, 
what links to make. They will then evaluate the product they have made.  

 Unit 2 – Creative Multimedia (Summative Assessment) Candidates will produce a portfolio 
of work, which demonstrates candidates understanding of designing, developing and      
reviewing. It requires excellent organisational skills and evidence creation of the range of 
products created. These may include depending on the project brief designs such as    
sketches and storyboards, spreadsheets, asset tables, presentations, animations, movies 
and sound. They will be required to test their peers’ products, give feedback and from   
feedback given improve their work accordingly. On completion of the project, students will 
review what they have done. Students will identify their strengths, what feedback they were 
given and how they acted upon it and then suggest any improvements for the future.  

Important requirements  

A willingness to develop skills further using a broad range of multimedia and office       
related software. To be innovative, willing to pay attention to detail, but perhaps most  
importantly be well organised. Skills in web design, animation, movie/audio along with 
presentation, word processing and spreadsheet skills are covered.  

The above qualification is subject to change. We are awaiting OFQUAL clarification and 
once confirmed will inform students, parents/carers of any changes as required. 

Assessment  

75% Coursework  

25% Exam  



 

                

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment and Course Content 

Component  1: Performing – 30% 

Internally marked,  externally moderated  

Component  2: Composing - 30%  
Internally marked,  externally moderated  

Component  3: Appraising (Listening) - 40% 
Externally examined 1hour 45 minutes 

 

 

MUSIC 

Subject Leader 

Mrs C Burns 

Syllabus: 1MUO 

Examination board: Edexcel 

Qualification: GCSE Music. Graded 9-1. 

Assessment  
Performing-30%
Composing- 30% 
Appraising -40% 

Important Requirements 

This course stretches students academically through the Listening Paper (Component 1) 
and the set works. In addition to this it requires students to creatively compose original 
music and the opportunity to perform to an audience. The workload in GCSE Music     
requires a continual approach throughout the course with large allocations of controlled 
time. 



 

                

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
PERFORMING ARTS 

Delivered by  

Miss A Barr 

Specification: 3746 

Examination board: AQA 

Qualification: L1/2 Technical Award 

Assessment 

Students will have the opportunity to explore, develop and apply a range of practical  

performance and production skills. Research and planning notes will be monitored and  

assessed. 

Mandatory Units 

Unit 1: Unlocking creativity—This unit assessed the theoretical content of the learner’s 
chosen discipline (performance or production). 

 30% internally assessed 

 60 marks 

 Practical task (presentation/performance/portfolio) 

 36 guided learning hours 

Unit 2:  The production/performance—This unit provides the opportunity for learners to 
be assessed on the theoretical content of a holistic production or performance, both as 
an individual and as a member of a group.  A key performance or production role in a 
performance based on one of five performance briefs. 

 Transferable skill of teamwork 

 30% internally assessed 

 60 marks 

 Practical task (performance/production) 

 36 guided learning hours 

Unit 3: The Performing arts students experience an examination combining multiple choice 
questions, short  

answers, extended responses, design/devising on the performing arts industry and        
performing arts. 

 40% externally assessed 

 80marks 

 Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

 48 guided learning hours 

60% internally  

40% externally  



 

                

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Course Content 

‘”Photography is defined as the practice of producing images using photographic film or 
digital methods to create static or moving images”. 

Students will complete a portfolio of work (Component 1), that will include one full    
project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the production of a final 
piece. They will also complete a selection of smaller projects as part of the portfolio that 
will make up the ‘coursework’ element of the qualification. 

Students will learn how to use a Digital SLR camera, study composition techniques and 
how to edit photographs using Adobe Photoshop. All preparatory work will be carried 
out in students’ sketchbooks, where they must demonstrate an ability to record          
observations, research artists, develop ideas, refine their work and realise personal      
intentions. All work will include written analysis of their own work, other photographers 
and photography techniques. Students will also be expected to work more                   
independently as they work through the course, finding their own inspiration and         
solutions to set briefs. 

The externally set assignment (Component 2) will be carried out in the Spring Term of 
Year 11. Students will research and design their own project during the preparatory     
period and then produce a final piece in 10 hours based on a statement issued by the 
examining board. 

Component 1: Portfolio 60% 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Subject Leader 

Mr S Taylor 

Specification: 8206 

Examination board: AQA  

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1 

Assessment  
Portfolio 60%
Externally Set     

Assignment 40% 



 

               

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Subject Leader 

Miss N Gore 

Specification: J587  

Qualification: GCSE. Graded 9-1. 

Examination Board: OCR  

Course Content  

 
Unit 1: Practical 40% 
All students will show 3 sports from either team games or individual sports. These will be 
examined by an outside moderator. 
Students will produce 1 piece of coursework which is a Performance Analysis task. This is 
worth 10% of the final practical marks. 

Unit 2: The Theory of Physical Education 
There will be 2 exam papers  

Paper 1: Physical factors affecting performance: written exam  1 hour (60 marks  30%) 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology: written exam 1 hour (60 marks 
30%) 

Theory work takes place in a classroom for a single lesson per week. Students will learn 
about methods of training, principles of training the heart blood and the lungs. Some of 
this work overlaps with aspects of science and will help increase understanding and 
chances of achieving the best marks in both subjects. 

A double lesson will be devoted to the practical work in Year 10 this is to ensure a         
diversity of subjects are covered. In year 11 there will be a switch between the two. This 
will be to broaden theoretical knowledge.  

Whilst not essential, it is helpful if students participate in an activity or sport outside of 
school. This can really enhance the practical element of the course. 

Assessment  
40%  Practical & 

Coursework  
60% Exam  



 

               

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Assessment  

2 x 1 ¾ hour exams, each worth 50% 

Course Content 

This subject includes the study of the key beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity 
and Islam. This will include holy text and how communities can incorporate these into 
their lives in the modern day. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices: Christianity and 
Islam 

The nature of God; the afterlife; pilgrimage and festivals; charities; responses to          
persecution; religion's impact in the world today; different styles of worship. 

Component 2: Thematic studies:  Four religious, philosophical and ethical themes from 
the perspective of Christianity and Islam. 

Themes to be studied: 

Theme A: Relationships and families: Includes the purpose of marriage; the nature and 
purpose of families; sexuality and same sex marriage; cohabitation; divorce.  

Theme B: Religion and life: Includes origins of the universe; evolution, Big Bang and   
Genesis; uses and abuses of our planet, sanctity and quality of life, death and the        
afterlife. 

Theme D: Includes religion, peace and conflict: peace, justice and forgiveness; violence 
and terrorism: reasons for war; Just War Theory; pacifism. 

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment: Includes good and evil; reasons for crime;     
attitudes towards criminals; types of crime e.g. hate crime, theft, murder; aims of        
punishment; capital punishment. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Subject Leader 

Mr D Major 

Specification: 8062 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: GCSE Religious Studies. Graded 9-1. 

100%                  
Examination 




