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KEY INFORMATION 

USEFUL CONTACTS: 

Edward Tang| Progress Leader | 0151 644 8113 ext. 218   

tange@prentonhighschool.co.uk 

 

Lindsey Thompson | Attendance Manager | 0151 644 8113 ext. 247  

thompsonl@prentonhighschool.co.uk 

 

Barbara Larsen | Behaviour Manager | 0151 644 8113 ext. 236  

larsenb@prentonhighschool.co.uk 

Sue Jones | Student Services | 0151 644 8113 ext. 203  

joness@prentonhighschool.co.uk 

It is important that your daughter remains organised throughout Year 11 and she should by 
now have devised a study plan – further information on this is included in this pack. It is     
really important that you have a copy of this plan and support your daughter in this            
process – further advice on this is also included in this booklet. 

 EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE is vital to achieving success and it is          

essential that your daughter attends school, on time, every day. 

 The GCSE exams begin sooner than you think, so every lesson counts. 

 Your daughter needs to be in her form room by 8.45am every    

morning to ensure she gets her mark and receives any information      

given out during this time. 

 Medical appointments should be made outside school hours       

wherever possible. Holidays during term time are not authorised and may lead to a Fixed    

Penalty Notice being served. 

 If your daughter is absent from school it is essential that she speaks to her teachers and 

catches up on any work missed. 

 Unless there has been a significant medical reason, your daughter’s attendance needs to 

reach 92% or above for her to be eligible to go to the Leavers’ Prom. 



HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

 

 Provide a quiet place to study, away from distractions. 

Your daughter will need a desk / table, a comfortable 

chair, good lighting and the correct equipment – pen, 

pencil, revision books etc. 

 Read the enclosed information from subject areas so 

you know the key topics/skills (on which your     

daughter needs to focus). 

 Please check your daughter’s student planner  and 

books regularly, to monitor that she is completing 

home learning on time and to the required standard.  

 Please sign your daughter’s planner every week—there is also a space for you to 

make comments or write messages; your daughter’s form tutors will also check 

planners every Monday morning. 

 Ensure that your daughter has a clear study plan and keep a copy of it yourself.     

Establish a clear routine, encouraging your daughter to follow this plan. A study 

plan needs to contain: 

 Study times for home learning and revision. 

  Study sessions for the whole week – weekends too. 

 Times to rest and do other activities. 

   



If you have any concerns please contact Mr Tang on 644 8113 ext. 218—We are here to help! 

A useful booklet for parents  entitled, GCSEs: What can a parent do? 101 tips to ensure success, 

can be purchased from FutureLink Publishing for £2.50.  

Visit: www.futurelinkpublishing.co.uk for further information. 

 It is important that you check on your daughter’s progress regularly. It is also      

important that you periodically check that your daughter is not on any form of   

social media at the same time as she is studying - check the bottom tool bar to see 

what is open on her screen. 

 Pre-empt excuses such as “I haven’t got a pen” by buying in simple supplies such 

as pens,  pencils, highlighter pens, folders and file paper. 

 Speak to your daughter about the kind of help she will find most useful.  She will 

appreciate your support, encouragement and patience – as well as a few treats 

along the way! 

 Make sure your daughter eats a healthy, balanced diet, with lots of fruit,            

vegetables and water.  Regular exercise is important, even if it is just a quick walk 

around the block to get some fresh air. 

 It is also vital that your daughter gets a good night’s sleep.  Do not let her study 

late into the night and check that she is sleeping and not lying in bed, accessing  

social media or using other devices.  When the body is resting, the mind is busy 

sorting everything out, so sleep helps all the important information your daughter 

is revising sink in. 



EFFECTIVE REVISION STRATEGIES AND TIPS FOR HOME STUDY 

 It is important that your daughter develops effective revision and study techniques.  

Most subjects are now 100% exam, so regular revision, throughout the WHOLE GCSE 

course is essential. 

 Encourage your daughter to use active revision techniques such as: mind maps,       

diagrams, revision postcards, lists of key words, highlighting key information. 

 Consider multi-sensory revision techniques, using at least two senses.  For example: 

Hear it, say it, see it, do it!  Many students find it useful to recite important               

information, perhaps recording   themselves and playing this information back. Ask 

your daughter to teach you something about the topic she is studying. 

 Many students find it useful to use MNEMONICS to remember key words or terms. 

(Mnemonics is another word for a memory tool. Mnemonics are techniques for       

remembering information that is otherwise quite difficult.  Some students find 

rhymes useful in helping them remember key ideas or spellings and acronyms can be 

a good way of remembering lists.)  We will give your daughter more information on 

this in school. 

 Using revision cards, containing key words / ideas can be effective.  Look through 

these cards with your daughter, testing her on the information. Encourage your 

daughter to place these postcards in appropriate places around the home, so she can 

refer to them regularly. The `www.getrevising.co.uk` website has flashcards that your 

daughter can download and print out. 

 Advise your daughter to break down information, starting with a simple summary.  

When this is understood she can begin to build on this information. 

 Make sure your daughter does not just revise a 

subject / topic once; she must regularly revisit 

information. 

 Make sure your daughter is not distracted by 

technology.  She must switch off her phone and 

other devices and the T.V etc. If your daughter 

works best with background music, make sure it 

is soft, quiet music, preferably  without lyrics. 

 Monitor your daughter’s revision/work, checking 

on her regularly, in accordance with her study 

plan.  Agree to take her a snack or a drink at key 

points. 



 

Literacy Skills at GCSE: Advice for students 

QUALITY OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATION  

 Get a good dictionary and thesaurus to use in your lessons and at 

home. 

 Proof-read your written work very carefully.  Check that your 

spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate. 

 Ensure that your handwriting is neat and tidy. 

 Practise different types of reading: Skimming, scanning and close analysis. Aim to     

demonstrate evidence of close analytic reading in those responses which demand it. 

 Use a more ambitious and extensive vocabulary and express your ideas in a formal 

and   sophisticated style.  Learn the spellings of key words for each subject. 

 Learn the meanings and spellings of new, unusual or difficult words.  Ensure that you       

understand the specialist vocabulary for each of your subjects and know how to apply it 

in your writing. 



Good Revision—TIPS FROM AN EXPERT 

Dr Julie Casey, a chartered psychologist and teacher, gives this advice: 

What is revision? 

It means literally `re-looking at information you have learnt previously. The aim is that 

you know the information you will be tested on and can remember in the exam.     

Knowing something depends on      

understanding it. 

The aim of revision. 

The aim is to reduce the amount of 

information relating to a subject to a 

series of key points, any of which you 

can expand upon in an exam answer. 

The key point, phrase or word 

prompts your brain to retrieve the   

information stored in it. At the end of 

your revision for each topic or          

sub-topic, aim to end up with a card or A4 sheet with the KEY points for that section. 

The structure of revision sessions. 

Good revision techniques always include: 

 An aim for the session. E.g. `By the end of this revision session I will understand and 

be able to answer questions on photosynthesis`. 

 Thinking about what you already know and identifying the bits you need to spend 

more time on (usually by doing some sort of self-testing—many revision aids         

include opportunities for self-testing). 

 Breaking down each topic into `do-able` chunks. Revise each section—not just   

reading the information, but doing something active with it. 

 Producing notes (shorter each time you revise a particular area) of the key points, 

phrases or words. 

 Testing yourself to see what you have learnt. 

 Ticking off the subject on your overall list, so that you can see regular progress 

 Revisiting your notes briefly after one day, one week and one month, as well as just 

before the exam—THIS REALLY WORKS! 



 The key to effective revision. Useful revision involved DOING SOMETHING with the 

information you are trying to learn and remember. This is ESSENTIAL to allow your 

brain to learn, make connections and remember. Different people find different    

activities useful, and you need to find out how you revise best. Some ideas are: 

 Drawing `spider maps` on large pieces of paper—to show how different parts of a 

subject connect  together. 

 Use pictures and flip-chart sheets and colour to make posters with key points, and 

display these on the walls or where you will see them regularly. 

 Put revision aids around the house, especially for any `rote learning` - chemical or 

mathematical formulae, French or Spanish verbs etc. Read them when sitting on the 

loo, brushing your teeth or eating your breakfast. 

 Record yourself making 10 key points about a particular topic, then play it back to 

yourself. 

 Highlight areas of notes or books, picking out the important points or summaries. 

 Listen to podcasts of books and plays and discuss them with another person. 

 Use apps and watch relevant video clips on YouTube etc. but don’t just sit back    

passively—pause them and make notes of key or difficult areas, test yourself or get 

someone to watch with you or test each other. 

 Read a page and shut the book—what can you remember? 

 Tell someone what you have learned—explain how the heart works over a meal (or 

perhaps stick to something less gory). 

 Get people around you to test you on `rote knowledge` - have a family quiz. 



 

Memory Techniques.  

Find out what helps you to remember information. Some ideas are: 

 ACRONYMS (Using the first letter of each word to make a word to prompt your 

memory) 

 PICTURE STORIES (Thinking of a strong     

visual image to associate with each 

word and linking them together in an 

unlikely or silly story). For example, 

you may find it hard to remember the 

facts in this sentence simply by reading it 

through:  

“The Great Plague struck London in 1665,        

followed by the fire of London in 1666, starting in the shop of the baker to King Charles 

11 in Pudding Lane.” 

  

Try this out: get a picture in your head (for example) of a large rat (the plague)  running 

around before being burnt (plague year before fire) in a bread oven (baker’s shop) with 

the flames curling up around it like the curls of the numbers 666 (1666), and then being 

put into a pudding eaten by two King Charles spaniels. go through the picture sequence 

a couple of times, then see if you can remember the 7 facts in the sentence. Ask      

someone to test you, and see if it works. It’s magic! 

 MNEMONICS are also useful—make-up a silly sentence to help you remember the 

order of something e.g. Never Eat Shredded Wheat (North, East South, West) 

REVIEW: Take time occasionally to ask yourself how well your revision techniques are 

working or you. How much have you covered? Have you stuck to your timetable? Are 

you ending up with notes you can use for last minute revision? Congratulate yourself for 

all the subjects you have covered. Change your timetable plan if necessary. 

LATER ON: When you have revised and revisited each topic, have a go at some exam 

questions. Make sure you set the appropriate time limit, and try to work under exam 

conditions. Ask your teacher to look over them with you. 



 

 

 

 

Course Information 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA / 8201 

ART & DESIGN 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Portfolio of work  60%  
 Unit 2 – Externally set task  40%  

Websites or online resources: 

Student resources section of the school network for examples of suitable artists and 

samples of artwork 

School Vimeo channel for guidance on how to tackle the examination. 

https://vimeo.com/channels 

Pinterest 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

The examination will span over a 10 week period | Students will select an exam question 

and produce a complete project: a title page, artist research | Observations,                      

experimentation, written annotations and a plan for their final piece | Examination        

conditions will be in place for the ten hour exam period. 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes. 

Useful Information: 



EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC / 4290  

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Written exam  40%. 1 hour 30 
Unit 2 – Child Study controlled assessment  30% 
Unit 3 – Child Focused Task controlled assessment 30%  

It is essential that students are able to visit the child they are studying on a regular basis. 

Websites or online resources: 

www.WJEC.co.uk|  

www.load2learn.org.uk—for students with dyslexia or other learning difficulties (see 

Mrs Wright to activate) 

Study guide or revision aids: Students have all been purchased the following revision 

guides: ‘CGP GCSE Child Development’ 

Also available are: Collins GCSE essential Child Development revision guide—£5.99  

ISBN 9781906415617 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Family and Child | Food and Health | Pregnancy | Physical Development | Intellectual 

Development | Social and emotional development  

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR / J276 

COMPUTING 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Computer Systems: 1hr 30 Written Exam paper 40% 

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: 1hr 30 Written Exam 40% 

Programming Project 20% Controlled Assessment 

Websites or online resources: 

https://courses.exa.foundation/login/index.php online MOOC (Massive Open Online 

Course covering Computer Systems Exam Spec 

GCSE Bite size Computer Science www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 

Study guide or revision aids: 

OCR Computing for GCSE Revision Notes (All students provided with book) 

CGP GCSE OCR Computer Science 1-9 Revision Guide 

Get revising revision resource (school provides user name and login) 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Key programming techniques;  loops | ‘if’ statements | functions | operators | read from 

and writing to lists and files | Computer Systems | Computing Hardware | Software |   

Representation of Data | Databases | Networking and Communication 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday lunchtime. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS 

DT– FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

50% Coursework : 

Assessment 1 (15% of the qualification) Food investigation assessment 

Assessment 2 (35% of the qualification) Food preparation assessment 

These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by EDUQAS annually. 

50% Examination: 

Section A and Section B 

Websites or online resources: 

www.eduqas.co.uk—food preparation and nutrition 

1)   Skill ideas  2) The effect of cooking on food 3)   Food provenance     

Study guide or revision aids: 

Hodder: Food Preparation and Nutrition, by Jacqui Keepin and Helen Buckland 
ISBN: 9781471867507 
Illuminate: Food Preparation and Nutrition, by A Clough-Halstead, F Dowling, V Ellis, J 
Hill, B Jones 
ISBN: 978-1-908682-85-7 
Illuminate: Food Preparation and Nutrition Revision Guide (available 29 May 2017), 
by A Clough-Halstead, F Dowling, V Ellis, J Hill, B Jones 
ISBN: 978-1-908682-87-1      

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Cooking Skills | Chemical processes and nutritional content | Dietary requirements| 

Economical, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences | 

Health and safety in food preparation| Processes for different culinary traditions  

(British and International)  

Additional classes | Support available: 
Friday after school for Year 11 to revise and complete coursework. 

Useful Information: 



EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC / 4100  

DT—GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Written exam  40%. 2 hours 
Unit 2 – Graphic Task controlled assessment  60%  

Websites or online resources: 

WJEC.co.uk | BBC Bite size | Cynnal—Free interactive resource past papers 

www.technologystudent.com | www.design-technology.info| Pinterest |  

Get revising revision resource (school provides user name and login and sheets for 

topics covered) 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Lonsdale D&T Graphic Products workbook / Revision Guide 

CGP—Graphic Products—Complete Revision and Practice 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Product Analysis | Sustainability and Legislative Issues | Designers—Neville Brody & 

Saul Bass | Commercial Manufacturing Practices | Materials and Components | Tools, 

equipment and making | ICT, CAD and CAM | Systems and processes 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Friday lunchtime and after school. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC / 4330  

ICT 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Understanding ICT written exam  20%. 1 hour 30 

Unit 2 – Solving Problems with ICT controlled assessment  30% 

Unit 3 – ICT in Organisations written exam  20%. 1 hour 30 

Unit 4 – Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions controlled assessment  30%  

Websites or online resources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitsize 

Pass Questions on Moodle 

Study guide or revision aids: 

CGP and WJEC books and worksheets (all students provided with books and relevant 

work) 

Get revising revision resource (school provides user name and login and sheets for 

topics covered) 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Databases | Spread sheets | Email | Web design | Animation | Multimedia | Networking | 

Use of ICT in the workplace | Emerging technologies 

 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Tuesday lunchtimes and Friday after school. 



EXAMINATION BOARD:AQA 8700 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Key Skills 

Section A—READING  Identify and interpret information and ideas / Synthesise evidence 

from different texts / Make inferences about a text / Explain, comment on and analyse 

how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers / Use 

subject terminology accurately / Evaluate texts critically / Support ideas with appropriate 

textual references / Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives. 

 Section B WRITING Use structural features appropriate to form |Write in an organised 

way, using paragraphs effectively |Use vocabulary effectively, including discursive markers 

|Use linguistic features appropriate to purpose |Write in appropriate register for the     

audience |Clearly communicate the purpose |Engage the reader with detail 

|Communicate in a clear way |Use sentence demarcation accurately and a range of    

punctuation |Use a variety of sentence forms |Use accurate spelling | standard English 

Useful Information 



Assessment: 100% examination, taken at the end of year 11 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

 80 marks available 

 50% of GCSE 

Section A: Reading 

 One literature fiction text 

Section  B: Writing 

 descriptive or narrative writing 

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and Perspectives 

 80 marks available 

 50% of GCSE 

Section A: Reading 

 One non-fiction and one literary non-fiction text 

Section B: Writing 

 Writing to present a viewpoint 

Websites or online resources: 

www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english | www.englishbiz.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Study guide or revision aids: 

These will be provided for students in year 11 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Tuesday after school. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 8702 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Assessment:  

 100% examination, taken at the end of year 11 

 The paper is no longer tiered 

 No texts can be taken into the exam hall 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 

64 Marks available 

40% of GCSE 

 Section A Shakespeare 

 Section B—The 19th century novel 

In both section A&B students will be required to write in detail about an extract 

from the text they have studied and then write about the text as a whole. 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

96 marks available 

60% of GCSE 

 Section A: Modern Texts 

 Section B: Poetry 

 Section C: Unseen poetry 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

ONE modern Drama text– either Blood Brothers or An Inspector Calls| ONE 19th century 

novel—either Pride and Prejudice/Great Expectations or A Christmas Carol| Conflict       

poetry (From the AQA Anthology)| Poetry skills—preparation for the ‘unseen’ section / A 

Shakespeare Play—Romeo and Juliet. 

Useful Information: 



Websites or online resources: 

www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english | www.englishbiz.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Study guide or revision aids: 

These will be provided for students in Year 11 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Tuesday after school. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA / 8035 

GEOGRAPHY 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Physical Geography written exam  35% 1 hour 30 exam 

Unit 2 – Human Geography written exam  35% 1 hour 30 exam  

Unit 3 – Fieldwork, geographical skills and  issue evaluation 20%  1 hour 15 exam 

Websites or online resources: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zkw76sg 

Moodle 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Topic keywords and diagram booklets 

CGP revision guide  £5.95  

ISBN: 978 1 78294 610 6 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Unit 1 | Natural Hazards | UK physical landscapes | Living world 

Unit 2 | Urban issues and challenges | Changing economic world | Resource management 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Mr Major - Tuesday lunch (standard intervention) Friday lunch (masterclass). 

Mrs Stevenson - Tuesday lunch (standard intervention) Wednesday lunch (masterclass) 

Useful Information: 



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel / BLW22  

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE  

Useful Information: 

BTEC First Award 

Unit 1 – Human Lifespan Development written exam  (30 GLH).  
Unit 2 – Health & Social Care Values controlled assessment  (30 GLH) 
Unit 5 – Promoting Health & Wellbeing controlled assessment (30 GLH) 
Unit 6 – The Impact of Nutrition on Health & Wellbeing controlled assessment (30 GLH) 

Websites or online resources: 

www.edexcel.com  

www.load2learn.org.uk—for students with dyslexia or other reading difficulties (See Mrs 

Wright to activate membership) 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Revise BTEC Health and Social Care—Revision Guide Pearson—ISBN978-1-4469-0981-2 

(£3.99). 

Edexcel students on Facebook.  

(Please note that parents must check correct settings and permissions for safe use of Facebook) 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Human growth and development | How to empower individuals who use health and      

social care services | Investigate different forms of communication | Investigate barriers  

to communication in health & social care | How to communicate effectively | Explore the 

purpose, types and benefits of health promotion 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes. 

Please see class teacher for further support and advice. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel / 1HI0  

HISTORY 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Paper 1 – Crime and punishment through time  30%. 1 hour 15 

Paper 2 – Anglo-Saxon and Norman England; Superpower relations and the Cold War—

1941-91 40%. 1 hour 45 

Paper 3 – The USA, 1945-75: Conflict at home and abroad 30%. 1 hour 20 

Websites or online resources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Edexcel website for past papers 

Study guide or revision aids: 

CGP revision guide—£6.99 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zj26n39  

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman England | Crime and punishment through time | Superpower 

relations and the Cold War 1941-91 | The USA, 1945-75: Conflict at home and abroad 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Tuesday and Friday Lunchtimes. 

Friday after school . 

Please see class teacher for further support and advice. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel / 1MA1  

MATHEMATICS 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Paper 1 – Non Calculator written exam 1 hour 30—33.3% 

Paper 2 – Calculator written exam   1 hour 30—33.3% 

Paper 3—Calculator written exam 1hour 30mins—33.3%         

Websites or online resources: 

http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcsemathspapers –9-1-htm 

Study guide or revision aids: 

9-1 Revision guide higher tier ISBN: 9781782943860 

9-1 Revision guide foundation tier ISBN: 9781782943822 

9-1 Workbook higher tier ISBN: 9781782943853 

9-1 Workbook foundation tier ISBN: 9781782943815 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Number | Algebra | Geometry | Measures | Statistics | Probability 

All 6 six areas will be covered on both examination papers 

Additional classes | Support available: 

After school at 3.40 – 4.30pm on Wednesday. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel / 1MU0 

MUSIC 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: 

Component 1 – Performance 30% (60 marks) 

Component 2 – Composing 30% (60 marks) 

Component 3 – Appraising Exam based on set works  40% (80 marks) 1 hour45 minutes 

Websites or online resources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music 

www.musictheory.net 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Edexcel Music Anthology 2016 

Edexcel GCSE Music Student Book 2016 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Solo music performance | Ensemble performance| Elements of Music | Composition 

Styles| Instrumental Music | Vocal music | Music for Stage and Screen | Fusion Music    

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday and Friday lunchtimes 1.10-1.40pm. 



 PERFORMING ARTS 
EXAMINATION BOARD: BTEC / Edexcel/ WWF66 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Team building |Choreography Developing motif | Pedestrian dance |Improvisation 

|Creating a show case | Technical skills 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 2: September 2016 – December 2016 

Preparation, Performance and production  (Cinderella Pantomime) 

Internal assessment (30 Guided learning hours) 

Unit 3: January 2016 – July 2016  

Musical Theatre Skills    (School show) 

Internal assessment (60 Guided learning hours) 

Unit 1: Year 11 

Individual Showcase (pupils own choice – solo piece) 

External assessment (30 Guided learning hours) 

Websites or online resources: 

BBC Bitesize 

Prenton Moodle/Performing Arts 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Thursday lunchtime 12.45—1.15pm in L9. 

Prenton Theatre Company Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 3.30—4.30pm 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA / 8206 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – Portfolio of work  60%  
Unit 2 – Externally set task  40%  

Websites or online resources: 

Student resources section of the school network for examples of suitable photography 

artists and samples of artwork. 

School Vimeo channel for guidance on how to tackle the examination (access through 

google) 

Pinterest 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

The examination will span over a 10 week period | Students will select an exam question 

and produce a complete project: a title page, artist research | Observations,                      

experimentation, written annotations and a plan for their final piece | Examination condi-

tions will be in place for the ten hour exam period. 

Additional classes | Support available: 

This subject is delivered as an additional GSCE on Monday at 3.30-5.00pm 



EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel / 1PE0 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1 – The Theory of Physical Education written exam  40% - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Unit 2 – Performance in Physical Education practical exam  60%  

Four sports to be examined and personalised plan to be handed to the  

 examiner on day of exam. 

Websites or online resources: 

www.teachpe.com 

www.pe4learning.com/new GCSE 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects 

Bitesize Revision 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Complete Revision and Practice 

GCSE Physical Education Student Workbook. Published by CGP. ISBN 9781847624055 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Healthy and Active Lifestyles: Your healthy active body | Cardiovascular system|              

Respiratory system | Muscular system | Skeletal system | Performance in Physical            

Education 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Please see class teacher for further support and advice. 



EXAMINATION BOARD:   AQA-8062 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Paper 1: The study of religious beliefs, teachings and practices    50%   1 hour 45  

 Paper 2: Thematic Studies  50%   1 hour 45 

Websites or online resources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

Moodle 

Study guide or revision aids: 

New GCSE Religious Studies AQA A Revision Guide - for the Grade 9-1 Course      

 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Component 1: The study of religious beliefs, teachings and practices. 

   Christianity and Islam  

Component 2: Thematic Studies 

   Relationships and Families  | Religion and Life  |   Peace and Conflict  |    

   Crime and Punishment  

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday lunchtimes. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC - 9780  

RETAIL BUSINESS 

Useful Information: 

WJEC Level 1/2 AWARD 

Unit 1 –  Customer Experience internally assessed 30GLH 

Unit 2 – Retail Business externally assessed 30GLH 

Unit 3 – Retail Operations internally assessed 60GLH 

Websites or online resources: 

www.WJEC.co.uk 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Principles of customer service, situations when customers interact, different retail 

channels, customer needs, how customer expectations are met, research tools, forms 

of retail, forms of ownership, the UK business environment, retail function areas,    

employee rights, employee responsibilities, legislation, new technology, seasonal 

effects on retail. 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  Biology (8461) 

SCIENCE—BIOLOGY 

Useful Information: 

Study guide or revision aids:  

Past papers/mark schemes  

Biology GCSE Revision Guide (Collins) 

Syllabus in books  

Additional classes | Support available: 

Lunchtime drop in and Thursday after school. 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Cell biology | Organisation | Infection and response | Biogenetics 

| Homeostasis and response | Inheritance, variation and evolution 

| Ecology | Key ideas| 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Assessment 

Paper 1 (units 1to 4)  Higher and Foundation Tier  

Paper 2 (units 5 to 7)  Higher and Foundation Tier 

Two Written Exams 1 hour 45 minutes each in year 11  

Websites or online resources:  

Twig films/resources on Moodle.  

Brainscope app—great for flash cards   

https//sites.google.com/site/internationalgcsebiology/-links to videos www.AQA.com—
for past papers, all topics 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA Chemistry (8462) 

SCIENCE—CHEMISTRY 

Useful Information: 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Chemistry GCSE Revision Guide (Collins) 

Past papers/mark schemes 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Content : Atomic structure and the periodic table | Bonding structure and the properties 

of matter | Quantitative chemistry | Chemical changes | Energy changes | The rate and 

extent of chemical change | Organic chemistry | Chemical analysis | Chemistry of the at-

mosphere | Using resources |  

Additional classes | Support available: 

Lunchtime drop in and Thursday after school. 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Paper 1 (units 1to 5)  Higher and Foundation Tier  

Paper 2 (units 6 to 10)  Higher and Foundation Tier 

Two Written Exams 1 hour 45 minutes each in year 11  

Websites or online resources: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/AQA 

Prenton Moodle | Courses Science Chemistry Yr10 and 11 C Craven. 

www.qualifications.peason.com  | Past papers. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA Physics (8463) 

SCIENCE—PHYSICS 

Useful Information: 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED:  

Energy | Electricity | Particle model of matter| Atomic structure | 

Forces | Waves | Magnetism and electromagnetism | Space physics | 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Assessment 

Paper 1 (units 1to 4)  Higher and Foundation Tier  

Paper 2 (units 5 to 8)  Higher and Foundation Tier 

Two Written Exams 1 hour 45 minutes each in year 11  

Websites or online resources: 

www.aqa.org.uk  | Past papers 

Prenton Moodle | Physics PowerPoints 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Physics  GCSE Revision Guide (Collins) 

GCSE Specification issued to all students. 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Lunchtime drop in and Thursday after school. 



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA Combined Science: Trilogy (8464) 

COMBINED SCIENCE 

Useful Information: 

Study guide or revision aids: 
 

GCSE Science Revision Guide (Collins) 

Additional classes | Support available: 
 

Lunchtime drop in and Thursday after school. 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED:  

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

There are six written exams in year 11 and they are 1 hour 15 minutes each. 

Two Biology; Two Chemistry; Two Physics 

Each will test knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 

Websites or online resources: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/AQA/ 

AQA| Past papers 

Prenton Moodle   



 STATISTICS 

Study guide or revision aids: 

GCSE Statistics Complete Revision & Practice by CGP 

GCSE Statistics: Revision Guide & Workbook - by CGP Books 

Websites or online resources: 

www.mathswatchvle.com  (Use your personal login details) 

www.bbc.co.uk/education 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-4310/teaching-and-

learning-resources 

Additional classes | Support available: 

See Mrs Watson at any time for support with classwork and home learning. 

Friday after school. 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

 

Planning and data collection | Processing, representing and analysing data | Reasoning, 
interpreting and discussing results | Probability  

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA / 4310 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1—written exam worth 75% of the final grade. 1 hour 30 mins (F) 2 hours (H) 

 Unit 2—controlled assessment over several weeks worth 25% of the final grade 

  



FRENCH 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA/8658 

CONTENT TO BE COVERED: 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

Useful Information: 

Examination papers and timings: GCSE 

Unit 1—Listening exam: 25% (Foundation: 35minutes / Higher: 45 minutes) 

Unit 2—Reading exam: 25%  (Foundation: 45minutes / Higher: 60 minutes) 

Unit 3—Speaking : non exam assessment 25% foundation: 7-9 minutes / Higher: 10-12 

minutes  including preparation time (Done in school at the end of year 11 but send to 

AQA for marking)  

Unit 4—Writing exam: 25% (Foundation: 60 minutes / Higher: 75 minutes 

Foundation 

Websites or online resources: 

GCSE Bite size /  Past papers on exam board website / 

Moodle—Active Teach 

Study guide or revision aids: 

Revise AQA GCSE French published by Pearson 

Additional classes | Support available: 

Friday lunchtimes. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_1_Identity_and_culture_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3




ESSENTIAL EXAM DOCUMENTS: 
 Exam Timetable 2017-2018 

 Information for candidates—Privacy Notice 

 Information for candidates—written exams 

 Information for candidates—onscreen tests 

 Information for candidates—controlled assessments 

 Information for candidates—social media 

 Information for candidates—non-examination assessments 

 Information for candidates—Coursework assessments  

 No mobile phones/unauthorised material poster 

 Warning to Candidates 

 



Exam Timetable 2017-2018 



Produced on behalf of: AQA, City & Guilds, CCEA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC  
   

Information for candidates – Privacy Notice  
  

General and Vocational qualifications  
  

Effective from 1 September 2017  
   
The JCQ awarding bodies will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and from when it comes 

into force the General Data Protection Regulation, and any regulatory requirements as specified by the qualification regulators of Eng-

land, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland.  

 Correspondence on any aspect of a candidate’s examination or assessment will only be conducted between the awarding body and 

the head of the centre, a member of the senior leadership team or the examinations officer.  

  

Awarding bodies will undertake the following administrative activities in relation to the processing and exchange of candidates’ person-

al data:  

 Personal data relating to the name(s), date of birth, gender, Unique Candidate Identifier (UCI) or Unique Learner Number (ULN) of an 

individual candidate will always be collected by an awarding body for the purposes of examining and awarding qualifications. In some 

cases additional information, which may include sensitive personal data relating to health, will also be collected to support requests for 

access arrangements and reasonable adjustments and/or special consideration. Such personal data will be supplemented by the results 

of examinations and assessments undertaken by the respective candidate.  

   

A candidate’s personal data will only be collected from registered examination centres in the context of examination entries and/or 

certification claims.  

  Such data collected will not be used by an awarding body other than for examination administration purposes, conducting examina-

tions and assessments and the issuing of examination results and certificates. Candidates’ personal data including examination results 

and outcomes of any reviews of marking, reviews of moderation and appeals may be shared by the awarding body with the centre 

which entered the candidates, as well as within a consortium or Academy Trust of which the centre is a member.  

 

 Personal data within candidates’ work will be collected and processed by an awarding body for the purposes of marking, issuing of ex-

amination results and providing candidates with access to post-results services. Examination results will be retained for a minimum of 

forty years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

In order for an awarding body to achieve this, some personal information may be transferred to third parties such as examiners, who 

may in some instances, reside outside the European Economic Area.                                                                                                                                

Awarding bodies may be required to provide a candidate’s personal data to educational agencies such as DfE, WG, DE, The Skills Fund-

ing Agency, regulators, HESA, UCAS, Local Authorities, EFA and Learning Records Service (LRS). Additionally, candidates’ personal data 

may be provided to a central record of qualifications approved by the awarding bodies for statistical and policy development purposes. 

Some of the information candidates supply will be used by the Skills Funding Agency to fulfil its statutory functions, issue/verify a candi-

date’s Unique Learner Number (ULN) and update/check a candidate’s Personal Learning Record.                                                                   

The Skills Funding Agency may share a candidate’s ULN and Personal Learning Record with other education related organisations, such 

as a careers service, a candidate’s school or college, Government Departments and public bodies responsible for education. Further 

details of how information is processed and shared can be found at: http://www.learningrecordsservice.org.uk/                                 

Awarding bodies are obliged to confirm what personal data is held, what it is held for, to whom the data is to/may be disclosed to, and 

disclose the information that they hold about data subjects, (e.g. the candidates) within 40 days of receiving a formal request for disclo-

sure, subject to the application of any relevant exemptions under the Data Protection Act 1998.                                                                  

Candidates should make an application to the appropriate awarding body’s data protection officer. Awarding bodies may charge a fee 

for this service.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

If you have not reached the age of 16, you may first wish to discuss this Privacy Notice with your parent or carer.                               

Awarding bodies, schools, Department for Education (DfE), Welsh Government (WG), Department of Education Northern Ireland (DE), 

Local Authorities, regulators, Ofsted, and Skills Funding Agency (SFA) are all ‘data controllers’ under the Data Protection Act 1998. They 

will determine the purpose(s) for which ‘personal data’ (information about living individuals from which they can be identified) is pro-

cessed and the way in which that processing is undertaken.                                                                                                                                         

It is a requirement for data controllers to provide data subjects (individuals who are the subject of personal data) with details of who 

they are, the purposes for which they process the personal data, and any other information that is necessary to make the processing of 

the personal data secure and accurate, including any third parties to whom it may be passed to.  

http://www.learningrecordsservice.org.uk/
http://www.learningrecordsservice.org.uk/


Information for candidates  
For written examinations – effective from 1 September 2017  

  This document has been written to help you.  Read it carefully and follow the instructions.  

If there is anything you do not understand, especially which calculator you may use, ask your teacher.  

 
  

A Regulations – Make sure you understand the rules 
1 Be on time for all your exams.  If you are late, your work might not be accepted. 
2 Do not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice during the exam. 
3 If you try to cheat, or break the rules in any way, you could be disqualified from all your subjects. 
4 You must not take into the exam room: 

 notes; 
 potential technological/web enabled sources of information such as an iPod, a mobile phone,  a 

MP3/4 player, a smartwatch or a wrist watch which has a data storage deice. 
Any pencil cases taken into the exam room must be see-through. 
Remember: possession of unauthorised material is breaking the rules, even if you do not intend to use it, and 
you will be subject to penalty and possible disqualification. 

5 If you wear a wrist watch the invigilator will ask you to remove it and place it on your desk. 
6 Do not use correcting pens, fluid or tape, erasable pens, highlighters or gel pens in your answers. 
7 Do not talk to or try to communicate with, or disturb other candidates once the exam has started. 
8 You must not write inappropriate, obscene or offensive material. 
9 If you leave the exam room unaccompanied by an invigilator before the exam has finished, you will not be allowed to return. 

10 Do not borrow anything from another candidate during the exam. 
B Information – Make sure you attend your exams and bring what you need 
1 Know the dates and times of all your exams.  Arrive at least ten minutes before the start of each exam. 
2 If you arrive late for an exam, report to the invigilator running the exam. 
3 If you arrive more than one hour after the published starting time for the exam, you may not be allowed to take it. 

4 Only take into the exam room the pens, pencils, erasers and any other equipment which you need for the exam. 

5 You must write clearly and in black ink. 
Coloured pencils or inks may only be used for diagrams, maps, charts, etc. unless the instructions printed on the front of the 
question paper state otherwise. 

C Calculators, Dictionaries and Computer Spell-checkers 
1 You may use a calculator unless you are told otherwise. 
2 If you use a calculator: 

make sure it works properly; check that the batteries are working properly; 
clear anything stored in it; 
remove any parts such as cases, lids or covers which have printed instructions or formulas; 
do not bring into the exam room any operating instructions or prepared programs. 

3 Do not use a dictionary or computer spell checker unless you are told otherwise. 
D Instructions during the exam 
1 Always listen to the invigilator.  Follow their instructions at all times. 
2 Tell the invigilator at once if: 

you think you have not been given the right question paper or all of the materials listed on the front of the paper; 
the question paper is incomplete or badly printed. 

3 Read carefully and follow the instructions printed on the question paper and/or on the answer booklet. 
4 Fill in all the details required on the front of the question paper and/or the answer booklet before you start the exam. Make 

sure you fill these details in on any additional answer sheets that you use. 

5 Remember to write your answers within the designated sections of the answer booklet. 
6 Do your rough work on the proper exam stationery.  Cross it through and hand it in with your answers. Make sure 

you add your candidate details to any additional answer sheets that you use. 

E Advice and assistance 
1 If on the day of the exam you feel that your work may be affected by ill health or any other reason, tell the invigilator. 

2 Put up your hand during the exam if: 
you have a problem and are in doubt about what you should do; 
you do not feel well; 
you need more paper. 

3 You must not ask for, and will not be given, any explanation of the questions. 
F At the end of the exam 
1 If you have used more than one answer booklet and/or any supplementary answer sheets, place them in the correct order. 

Place any loose additional answer sheets inside your answer booklet. 
Make sure you add your candidate details to any additional answer sheets that you use. 

2 Do not leave the exam room until told to do so by the invigilator. 
3 Do not take from the exam room any stationery.  This includes the question paper, answer booklets used or unused, rough 

work or any other materials provided for the exam. 

AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WJEC 



Information for candidates  

For on-screen tests – effective from 1 September 2017  
  This document has been written to help you.  Read it carefully and follow the instructions.  

If there is anything you do not understand, ask your teacher.  

 
 

A Regulations – Make sure you understand the rules 
1 Be on time for your on-screen test(s).  If you are late, your work might not be accepted. 
2 Do not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice during the on-screen test. 
3 If you try to cheat, or break the rules in any way, you could be disqualified from all your subjects. 
4 Only take into the exam room the materials and equipment which are allowed. 
5 You must not take into the exam room: 

 
notes; 
potential technological/web enabled sources of information such as an iPod, a mobile phone,  a MP3/4 player, 

a smartwatch or a wrist watch which has a data storage device. 
Unless you are told otherwise, you must not have access to: 
 
the Internet, e-mail, data stored on the hard drive, or portable storage media such as floppy disks, CDs and memory sticks; 
pre-prepared templates. 
Remember: possession of unauthorised material is breaking the rules, even if you do not intend to use it, and 
you will be subject to penalty and possible disqualification. 

6 If you wear a wrist watch the invigilator will ask you to remove it and place it on your desk. 
7 Do not talk to or try to communicate with or disturb other candidates once the on-screen test has started. 
8 If you leave the exam room unaccompanied by an invigilator before the on-screen test has finished, you will not be allowed to 

return. 
9 Do not borrow anything from another candidate during the on-screen test. 
B Information – Make sure you attend your on-screen test and bring what you need 
1 Know the date and time of your on-screen test(s).  Arrive at least ten minutes before the start of your on-screen test. 
2 If you arrive late for an on-screen test, report to the invigilator running the test. 
3 If you arrive more than one hour after the published starting time for the on-screen test, you may not be allowed to take it. 
4 Your centre will inform you of any equipment which you may need for the on-screen test. 
C Calculators, Dictionaries and Computer Spell-checkers 
1 You may use a calculator unless you are told otherwise. 
2 If you use a calculator: 

make sure it works properly; check that the batteries are working properly; 
clear anything stored in it; 
remove any parts such as cases, lids or covers which have printed instructions or formulas; 
do not bring into the examination room any operating instructions or prepared programs. 

3 Do not use a dictionary or computer spell checker unless you are told otherwise. 
D Instructions during the on-screen test 
1 Always listen to the invigilator.  Follow their instructions at all times. 
2 Tell the invigilator at once if: 

you have been entered for the wrong on-screen test; 
the on-screen test is in another candidate’s name; 
you experience system delays or any other IT irregularities. 

3 You may be given a question paper or the instructions may be on-screen.  In either case, read carefully and follow the instruc-
tions. 

E Advice and assistance 
1 If on the day of the on-screen test you feel that your work may be affected by ill health or any other reason, tell the invigila-

tor. 
2 Put up your hand during the on-screen test if: 

•  you have a problem with your computer and are in doubt about what you should do; • 
 you do not feel well. 

3 You must not ask for, and will not be given, any explanation of the questions. 
F At the end of the on-screen test 
1 Ensure that the software closes at the end of the on-screen test. 
2 If you are required to print off work outside the time allowed for the on-screen test, ensure that you collect your own work. 

You must not share your work with other candidates.  Make sure that another candidate does not collect your printout(s). 
3 Do not leave the exam room until told to do so by the invigilator. 
4 Do not take from the exam room any stationery. 

This includes rough work, printouts or any other materials provided for the on-screen test. 

AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WJEC 



    
This notice has been produced on behalf of:  
  
AQA, CCEA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC  
  
Information for candidates – GCSE controlled assessments  
  
This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are complet-
ing your work.  

  
When you submit any work for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication statement 
confirming that you have read and followed these regulations.  

  
If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer.  

  
Controlled assessment will provide you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic.  The 
research you do may involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopedias, 
journals, TV, radio and on the internet.  

  
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a  

good way to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject.  You must take care how you use 
this material though - you cannot copy it and claim it as your own work.  

  

  
When producing a piece of work, if you use the same wording as a published source you must place quotation 
marks around the passage and state where it came from.  This is called “referencing”.  

You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work which is not in your own 
words.  A reference from a printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year of publication 
and the page number, for example: Morrison, 2000, pg.29.  

  
For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded 
and must show the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it.  This can be copied from the ad-
dress line.  For example: http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm downloaded 5 February 2018.  

  
You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your work.  Your teacher or lecturer will tell you 
whether a bibliography is necessary.  Where required, your bibliography must list the full details of publications 
you have used in your research, even where these are not directly referred to, for example: Morrison, A. 
(2000) ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’, London: Weston Press.  

   
If you copy the words or ideas of others and don’t show your sources in references and a 
bibliography, this will be considered as cheating.   

The regulations state that:  

the work which you submit for assessment must be your own; you must not copy from someone else 

or allow another candidate to copy from you.  

http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm
http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm
http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm


Preparing your work – good practice  
  
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher who will 
then record the nature of the assistance given to you.  

 If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example undertaking field research, you must each write 
up your own account of the assignment.  Even if the data you have is the same, you must describe in your own 
words how that data was obtained and you must independently draw your own conclusions from the data.  
  
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you.  Remember - your teachers are there to guide you.  
Although they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before it is too late.  

 Take care of your work and keep it safe.  Do not leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.  You 
must always keep your work secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with your class-
mates.  If it is stored on the computer network, keep your password secure.  Collect all copies from the printer 
and destroy those you do not need.  
 

 Do not be tempted to use essays from on-line essay banks — this is cheating.  Electronic tools used by awarding 
bodies can detect this sort of copying.  
 

 You must not write inappropriate, offensive or obscene material.  
   

Plagiarism  
  
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your own.  It 
is a form of cheating which is taken very seriously.   

  
Do not think you will not be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism.  

Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language.  

Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic concerned — 
they may have read the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have copied from!).  

Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces of text with 
original sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or punctuation.  

   

Penalties for breaking the regulations  
  
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penal-
ties will be applied:  

the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;   

you will be disqualified from that unit for the examination series in question;  

you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;  

you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time.  

The awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.   
  
REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK  



is important to consider what you say and to think about what information is being shared. 

Sharing ideas with others online could be helpful when you’re studying or revising. 

However, there are limits to the amount of information you can share and you need to be careful not to break the rules. We’d like to ask you to 

act responsibly when discussing online. If you’re in doubt about what you can and can’t discuss online regarding your exams, it’s always best to 

check with your teacher. 

 

If you receive what is or what looks to be assessment related information through social media, or any other means, you must tell your teacher or 

another member of staff. You must show them what you have received. They will then report the matter to the awarding body and it will be in-

vestigated. 

Where candidates breach the rules for examinations, controlled assessments, coursework or non-examination assessments, awarding bodies have 

an obligation to investigate and may apply penalties.  

http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents   

This document has been written to help you stay  

within examination regulations.  

Please read it carefully. 

We all like to share our experiences when taking examinations. However, it  

Information for candidates 

Using social media and examinations/assessments  

Image by Patrice Jones 



d like to ask you to 

s always best to 

l your teacher or 

will be in-

bodies have 

Penalties that awarding bodies apply include: 

•  a written warning; 

•  the loss of marks for a section, component or unit; 

•  disqualification from a unit, all units or qualifications; or 

•  a ban from taking assessments or exams for a set period of time. 

You should be aware that the following might constitute malpractice: 

•  copying or allowing work to be copied – i.e. posting written work on social  

networking sites prior to an examination/assessment; 

•  collusion: working collaboratively with other candidates beyond what is permitted; 

•  allowing others to help produce your work or helping others with theirs; 

•  being in possession of confidential assessment related information in advance of  

the examination; 

•  exchanging, obtaining, receiving or passing on assessment related information by  

any means of communication (even if just attempting to); 

•  failing to report to your centre assessment related information being shared  

online; or 

•  passing on rumours of exam content. 

Image by Ben Wight 



  

 This notice has been produced on behalf of:  
  
AQA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC  
  
Information for candidates: non-examination assessments  
  
This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are 
completing your work.  

  
When you submit your work for marking, the awarding body will normally require you to 
sign an authentication statement confirming that you have read and followed these regu-
lations.  

  

If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer.  

  
In some subjects you will have an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic.  

The research you do may involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopedias, journals, 
TV, radio and on the internet.  

  
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a good way to 
demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject.  You must take care how you use this material though - you 
cannot copy it and claim it as your own work.  

  

  
When producing a piece of work, if you use the same wording as a published source you must place quotation marks 
around the passage and state where it came from.  This is called “referencing”.  

You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work which is not in your own words.  A ref-
erence from a printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year of publication and the page number, 
for example: Morrison, 2000, pg.29.  

  
For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded and must 
show the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it.  This can be copied from the address line. For exam-
ple: http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm downloaded 5 February 2018.  
  
You may be required to include a bibliography at the end of your piece of written work.  Your teacher or lecturer will tell 
you whether a bibliography is necessary.  Where required, your bibliography must list the full details of publications you 
have used in your research, even where these are not directly referred to, for example: Morrison, A. (2000) ‘Mary, Queen 
of Scots’, London: Weston Press.  

  
  

If you copy the words or ideas of others and do not show your sources in references and a bibliography, this 
will be considered as cheating.  

The regulations state that:  

the work which you submit for assessment must be your own; you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from 

you.  

http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm
http://www.geocases2.co.uk/rural1.htm


Preparing your work – good practice  
  
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher who will then record 
the nature of the assistance given to you.  

  
If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example undertaking field research, you must each write up your 
own account of the assignment.  Even if the data you have is the same, you must describe in your own words how that data 
was obtained and you must independently draw your own conclusions from the data.  
  
You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you.  Remember - your teachers are there to guide you.  Although 
they cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before it is too late.  

  
Take care of your work and keep it safe.  Do not leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.  You must always 
keep your work secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with your classmates.  If it is stored on 
the computer network, keep your password secure.  Collect all copies from the printer and destroy those you do not need.  

  
Do not be tempted to use essays from on-line essay banks — this is cheating.  Electronic tools used by awarding bodies can 
detect this sort of copying.  

  
You must not write inappropriate, offensive or obscene material.  

  
  

Plagiarism  
  
Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your own.  It is a form of 
cheating which is taken very seriously.   

  
Do not think you will not be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism.  

Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language.  

Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic concerned — they may have 
read or seen the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have copied from!).  

Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces of text with original 
sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or punctuation.  

  
  

Penalties for breaking the regulations  
  
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penalties will be 
applied:  

the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;   

you will be disqualified from that component for the examination series in question;  

you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;  

you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time.  

  
The awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.   

  
  
REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK  



  

 This notice has been produced on behalf of:  
  

AQA, City & Guilds, CCEA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC  
  

Information for candidates  
  

GCE, ELC and Project qualifications - coursework assessments  
  
This document tells you about some things that you must and must not do when you are completing coursework.  

  

When you submit any coursework for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication statement confirming that you have 

read and followed these regulations.  

  

If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher or lecturer.  

  

Coursework provides you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic.  The research you do will 

involve looking for information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopedias, journals, TV, radio and on the inter-

net.  

  

Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your coursework is a good way to 

demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a subject.  You must take care how you use this material though - you 

cannot copy it and claim it as your own work.  

  

  

If you use the same wording as a published source, you must place quotation marks around the passage and state where it 

came from.  This is called “referencing”.  You must make sure that you give detailed references for everything in your work 

which is not in your own words.  A reference from a  

printed book or journal should show the name of the author, the year of publication and the page number, for example: 

(Morrison, 2000, pg.29).  

  

For material taken from the internet, your reference should show the date when the material was downloaded and must 
show the precise web page, not the search engine used to locate it.  This can be copied from the address line.  For exam-
ple:  
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml), downloaded 5 February 2018.  

  

You must also include a bibliography at the end of your work.  This must list the full details of publications you have used 

in your research, even where these are not directly referred to, for example: Morrison, A. (2000) “Mary, Queen of Scots”, 

London: Weston Press.  

  

If you copy the words or ideas of others and do not show your sources in references and a bibliography, this will be 

considered as cheating.  

   

 

The regulations state that:  

“the work which you submit for assessment must be your own”;  

“you must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from you”.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/sosteacher/history/49766.shtml


Preparing your coursework – good practice  
  

If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher who will then record the 

nature of the assistance given to you.  

  

Your parent/carer may provide you with access to resource materials and discuss your coursework with you.  However, they 

must not give you direct advice on what should and should not be included.  

  

If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example undertaking field research, you must each write up your own 

account of the assignment.  Even if the data you have is the same, the description of how that data was obtained and the 

conclusions you draw from it should be in your own words.  

  

You must meet the deadlines that your teacher gives you.  Remember - your teachers are there to guide you.  Although they 
cannot give you direct assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before it is too late.  
  

Take care of your work and keep it safe.  Don’t leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.  You must always 

keep your coursework secure and confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with your classmates.  If it is stored 

on the computer network, keep your password secure. Collect all copies from the printer and destroy those you do not 

need.  

  

Don’t be tempted to use essays from on-line essay banks — this is cheating.  Electronic tools used by awarding bodies can 

detect this sort of copying.  

  

You must not write inappropriate, offensive or obscene material.  

  

 Plagiarism  

  

Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your own.  It is a form of 

cheating which is taken very seriously.  

  

Don’t think you won’t be caught; there are many ways to detect plagiarism.  

Markers can spot changes in the style of writing and use of language.  

Markers are highly experienced subject specialists who are very familiar with work on the topic concerned — they may have 

read the source you are using (or even marked the essay you have copied from!).  

Internet search engines and specialised computer software can be used to match phrases or pieces of text with original 

sources and to detect changes in the grammar and style of writing or punctuation.  

  

  

Penalties for breaking the regulations  
  

If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penalties will be 

applied:  

the piece of work will be awarded zero marks;  

you will be disqualified from that unit for that examination series;  

you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series;  

you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time.  

 The awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate.  

   

REMEMBER – IT’S YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK  



   

 
  

 
  

 

NO iPODs, MOBILE PHONES    

MP3/4 PLAYERS  

SMARTWATCHES NO POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGICAL/WEB ENABLED 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION  
  

  

Possession of unauthorised items, such as a mobile phone, 
is a serious offence and could result in   

DISQUALIFICATION  

from your examination and your overall qualification.  

  
This poster must be displayed in a prominent place outside each examination room.  

AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WJEC 



 Warning to Candidates  

 
©2014  

  

 You must be on time for all your examinations. 

 
 

You must not become involved in any unfair or dishonest practice in 
any part of the examination. 

 
 

You must not: 

 

sit an examination in the name of another candidate; 

 

have in your possession any unauthorised material or equipment 
which might give you an unfair advantage. 

 
 

Possession of a mobile phone or other unauthorised material 
is breaking the rules, even if you do not intend to use it, 
and you will be subject to penalty and possible disqualification. 

 
 

You must not talk to, attempt to communicate with or disturb other 
candidates once you have entered the examination room. 

 
 

You must follow the instructions of the invigilator. 

 
 

If you are in any doubt speak to the invigilator. 

 
 
The Warning to Candidates must be displayed in a prominent place outside each examination room. 
This may be a hard copy A3 paper version or an image of the poster projected onto a wall or screen 
for all candidates to see. 
 
 
Effective from 1 September 2014 
 

 AQA City & Guilds CCEA OCR Pearson WJEC 


